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FEATURE
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From Die Bibel in Bildern, Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld (1789-18535

MY JERICHO
Gideon’s three hundred No three hundred helpers He that rules his spirit,
Blew with all their might; Visibly aid me; Said wise Solomon,
Blew three hundred trumpets, Not a trumpet echo, Conquers more than cities,
Crashed three hundred pitchers, Not a pitcher crashing, Gains life’'s higher regions.
Flashed three hundred torches Not a torchlight flashing Helped by unseen legions
In the dark of night, Do | hear or see. Of the Holy One,
Scattering their foemen— Yet in greater battles | shall win the battle
Every Midianite! Victor | may be. As did Gideon.

—Irene Stanley

RAYS 99



EDITORIAL

Our High Court of Appeals

FTHE FIRST ORDER of esoteric business earthly lot. And when they are, is our first impulse

for the student of Rosicrucidreachings is to look for a good lawyeior a good doctoior for

to become self-reliant in the highest possiblehe wisecounsel, unerring diagnosis, and healin

degree, then it would be the last thing to expegtrescription of the God within?

this student to employ the currently popular The alteration of material circumstances that we
strategy for setting right perceived wrongs in hiseek mayat times, be obtained—for a fee. But 4
life—to sue the “wrongdoér hidden penalty is also usually implicit—a failure

Certainly wrongdoing does existVe experience to learn from the hurt or violation that has come t
it daily. But, as Christians, what are we told to ddeach us. If consulted, our inner guide ratifies th
about it? Meet it withright doing. Self-reliance words of scripture: “In the world you will have
does not reduce the wrongdoing of others, but ttibulation”; but also, the Christ in us can overcome
does imply that, as self-reliant persons, we haviéhe material world by neutralizing or transcending
transformed our response to perceived wrongs-i#s power to harm our soul or bind our spirit.
so much so that righteousness, and, yes, long-We may believe we have outgrown the retaliatory
suffering, increasingly characterize our being inmode of living. But nonretaliation is still light years
the world, the being we present to the world. from never permitting ill will or hostile thoughts to

Which means what? Christian esoteric studentsngage our consciousness. Christ-reliance makes
can so take possession of and discipline their inndénis goal possiblélhere is nothing pitiable or pas
natures that they themselves decide how they widlive about “turning the other cheekVhatever the
meet whatever comes to them from the outeoutward or inner circumstances, we can know that
world. That response, ideallwill always accord our so-called adversaries have come to bless us)to
with the example and precepts of Christ Jesu$avor our moral and spiritual growth.

This bringing into subjection the entire personality Litigation of personal grievances, be it in forma
to serve the Christ within, this control of the selfcourt or the kangaroo courts of vindicticen
by the Self, foges the freedom from all the powersversation, rarely addressegr part in life’s trying
that hold the world in chains. situations. No one is innocent.

If we are wronged, do we go to the courts, or do Does that mean we are simply to “take it"? No
we go to the Christ? Perhaps we appeal to the formiior does “it” have to take us. It is our opportunity
after our partisan prayers fail to actuate divinend responsibility to determine how we will “take”
intercession. Surely we know that nothing happenshatever comes to us, externally or internally
by chanceAnd that we are never completely theChrist teaches us this walle confers on us this
uncomplicitous victim. It is but common sense tgpower—the power to sidr; the power to endure
be prudent and solicitous for our well-being. Buthe puging of pride; the power to disarm with
whatever precautions we may take, however-chaunderstanding; the Christ-sourced power o
itable we are, hurt and harm will be part of ourself-sacrifice, whose proper name is love. [
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Dover Pictorial Archives

MYSTIC LIGHT

o
ey

O 1A

AVING STUDIED the work of Christ Jesus in
theWord and the Miracles,* we must now turn tg
the sacred, solemn subject of tiMay of the
PassionThat which was true of the two other
stages of Christ’ work applies here in a still
higher degree: no human being can deal exhaustively with gny
one of these subjects; that is, no one can comprehend and
describe them in their full height, depth and widthis was
the conviction underlying, for example, the work of the writer
of St. Johrs Gospel. For when, in the first sentence of his
Gospel, he defines th&ord as the creative power of the -uni
verse and then points to Christ Jesus as the ca8orit made
flesh, he is saying already at the beginning what at the end of
the Gospel he expresses in clear words as the result of this:
“There are also many other things which Jesus did, the whigh,
if they should be written every one, | suppose that even the
world itself could not contain the books that should be-wrif
ten—Amen.” In writing this, the Evangelist admits that hif
work is not exhaustive, and that its subject-mattirsfscope
to all researchers and seers in the worlis is as true today
as it was then.

The conclusion which naturally follows from this conviction
is that every truth known concerning the Christ-being and the
work of Christ can only be an incentive to strive toward the

7

U7

*This is the first of several articlegprinted fom \alentin Dmbeg’s book,
Anthroposophical Studies of the NeWestamentpublished by and used
with the permission of thénthroposophic Pess, Hudson, NY 12534,

RAYS 99



knowledge of a further truth. Hence no one stand'Whoever striving, spares no pains, him can wg
ing in a right relationship to the Christ-impulsewell redeem,” expresses precisely the fact that the
will speak out of his knowledge with a view to giv intervention of the Grace which redeems from th
ing instruction. His feeling about it will be such asconsequences of the Fall—that is, the karma of the
finds expression in the questiowhere and to Mystery of Golgotha—depends on the ordering @
what extent can speaking out of knowing be fruitthe individual karma.
ful as a stimulation to the striving of others for This fact, expressed iRaustthrough the medi
knowledge? Can that which | know be of service teem of art, is expressed in Rudolf Steiser
anyone else? Knowledge of the Higher &vds and its
In other words, the only sentiment with whichAttainment through the medium of concrete
we can speak of the influence of Chsstvork Spiritual Science; for there he describes spiritual
without bad taste or the striking of a false note igvolution as a condition in which, together with
the sentiment which arises from studying the scertbe conscious evolution of one half of the currents
of the Foot-washing The subject upon which we belonging to the supersensibl@ans of the astral
are to speak brings with it the spirit in which it[desire] bodythe other half of the currents beleng
must be spokems, for instance, we cannot speaking to the ogans concerned come into action o
of the Sistine Madonna in a political spirit but onlytheir own accordThis independent activity of the
from a religious and artistic point of viewo can second half of the currents of the supersensibje
we only speak of the work of Christ Jesus in a spiribrgans on which all the faculties and knowledge g
wherein the soul is striving not to grasp the-submankind depend is thefettive work of Grace—
ject, but to be grasped by ithis, howeverpre- that is the concrete result of the Mystery of
supposes a condition which consists essentially i@olgotha—as the deed by means of which the un
the bowing of the soul before the lofty nature ofversal karma of the Fall of Man was blotted out.
the subjectWhen this happens, the soul grows But the blotting out can only takefe€t when
capable of so absorbing the subject into herself thatan has settled his own personal karma—that is
she becomes its mouth-piecCEhere is no other the consequence of his free initiative. Now the set
way of getting to know the Mysteries of Christianitytling of the consequences of the individual Fall
as they are known in Spiritual Science. In the revinto sin is, in essence, the same succession of expe
erently silent soul, they shine out at the houriences (though in each several case the circum
ordained for them by karma. stances will be at a ddrent level and diérently
It is, however not only the attitude towards the disposed) which, enhanced to the sublime, wefe
Passion-mysteries which depends upon karma, bptesented and lived through in the succession pf
also the knowledge of themeaning For the pie  the stages of Christ JesisissionThe steps of the
tures of the stages of the Passion show the path pdith trodden by the Guiltless must be trodden Ry
the guiltless Christ Jesus through the karmic-corMan in his guilt. Chriss undeserved stages of-suf
sequences of the Fall of Maiihe stages of the fering are well-merited stages of faring for
Passion are stages of the karma resulting from thieose striving on this path after truth and the life gf
Fall of Man which the Christ took upon Himself asthe SpiritualWorld in their human existenc¥et
representative of humanity—oras St. Paul when Man consciously strives towards this goal,
expresses it, as “the neévdam.” The efect of this the stages of karmic balance become at the same
sacrifice is that the consequences of the universaime stages of knowledge, for karma is the great
Fall of Man are annulled for every human being iroccult school of the world, not merely a cosmigq
so far as he wipes out and makes good the eonsastrument of punishment.
qguences of his “individual fall into sin”; that is, his Those who knew that the karmic path of
personal karmaGrace always begins to operate mankind consists in experiencing the stages of
when strenuous endeavor has determined the ind@hrist Jesus’Passion have created from this
vidual karma.The passage from Goethd¥aust knowledge spiritual exercises, containing ir
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condensed and simple form the essentials of thike soul; whereas, latenen made their start from
path. By this means it was given to individual menmages which didhot demand an unconditional
to be able to waken within themselves the forceBelief in the Gospel-tradition, but which, neverthe
requisite to undgo the trials of the karmic path. less, led, as the result of intensive work on them, {o
Theseexercises changed their form—but only theithe rise of Imaginations and Inspirations which
form—according to the requirements of the conthen revealed themselves as the pictures presenled

sciousness-condition of mankind at the time; the& the Gospels with their accompanying word-con
moral content of the exercise remained, howewuents.The mystical Christian path, associated wit
er—and remains for ever—unchanged, becausethie condition of belief in the evangelic tradition,
is in factthe Christ-impulse upon which all dependded directly from the pictures handed down to th
throughoutthe whole evolution of Earth. seeing of spiritual facts; the Rosicrucian path @

Whether we concentrate on the Gospel-picturegnowledge, on the other hand, led from self-creats

Q_—hllJ

The mystical Christian path, associated with the condition of
belief in the evangelic tradition, led directly from the pictures
handed down to the seeing of spiritual facts; the Rosicrucian
path of knowledge, on the other hand, led from self-created
pictures and images to the seeing of the same spiritual facts.

such as the&Crucifixion, the Entombment and the pictures and images to the seeing of the same spir
Resurrectionpr, for instance, on the image of theitual facts.
Rose-cross, the spiritual and moral content is the But seeing the spiritual facts of the path of
same, for the Rose-cross is just as surely an expréhristian Initiation is no mere vision of them, nor
sion of death and resurrection as are the Gospedven a mere comprehension; it also has the signjf
pictures we have mentionethe images in which icance of a karmic stage on which that which i
the moral and spiritual contents were expressesken represents a command and an impulse for the
had to be altered in the late Middiges; they had inner attitude of the soul in a definite situation o
now to be drawn from the observation of Naturelife. Thus, for instance, the inner meeting with the
whereas up to that time men had devoted thenfroot-washing of Spiritual Science is the experi
selves to pictures drawn from the Gospels. ence both of a principle and of a basic force in the
This change was bound to take place because tBeiritual World. And in this case it is the experi
progressive consciousness of later humanity coukehce of the relationship desired by the Spiritua
no longer make use of the Gospels as a startingvorld betweenaboveand below—a relationship
point. The Gospels became themselvesohject which, at the same time, determines the whole
of knowledge, instead of its source as they harhethod of the Christian occultism of tiMest. For
been hitherto, But the purpose of the images usdlere are three pictures, three profoundly symbol|c
for the newer exercises was the same as that of tibeages, which indicate both the moral attitude and
old images; name)yo waken in the soul the forces also the governing principles of the methods of thie
necessary for Foot-washing, Soging, Crowning three occult streams: “Fleeing upwards,” “Mounting
with Thorns, Cross-bearing, Death, Entombmenthe Throne,” and “Foot-washing.”
and Resurrectio.he diference introduced on the Let us studyfirst, the Indian as its method is
path of evolution with respect to the change opracticed todayWith what is the Indian yoga
form in the exercises consists in this: that formerlessentially concerned? It deals with a definitg
men had made the Gospel pictures their startingdteration of the system of currents in the human
point and had lived so intensively in them that theprganism.The so-called “Kundalini-fire,” dormant
rose as Imaginations before—or Inspirations in—in the abdomen, is awakened and guided upwayd

14
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into the headThere it must produce didient &
impact to press through the cranium and free tl
whole consciousness-life of the man from the speg
which confines it within the skulllThe point is to
feel the body as a prison, and by the help of t
practice of yoga, to @&fct a flight from this prison.
The endeavor in yoga is so to regulate the relatio
ship between above and below that the below sh
be abandoned by the fleeing consciousnéks.
latter, driven out by the Snake-fire (kundalini), is
to flee upward on wings of thoughthe winged §#
serpent with the human head in flight from theg##
realm of enchantment—this is the picture o
which the yoga-endeavor is based.
Another picture forms the foundation of anothe
method.There is a very widespread endeavor t
acquire power over human nature by the help
occultism. Here also the idea is to regulate the s
tem of currents in the humanganism in confor
mity with the goal to be attained. Here indeed, it ig;
not a question of &fcting an emancipation of con
sciousness, but of handling and governing the co
densed and Strengthened currents of the lo Engraving, Gustave Doré (1833-1883), for Dante's Purgatorio, Canto XIl, lines 1-3
man. Consciousness makes a firm foundation fc The Bl
itself in the human ganism for the purpose of A prospect for those on the occult path who “ascend to th
developing its powert prepares for itself a sup thronewithout cowning” is captued in a visual iony: rather
port inthe lower man on which it can depetid "1 eleeing lhe Tuming selrebnegetion of carhbes
it depends on this support not in the sense .
morality, but in the sense of a supply of force forbody for the purpose of developing powiés aim
the development of poweFhe man makes, so to is to cause the forces of the higher man to descepd
speak, a throne for himself and ascends it withouhto the lower man, even to the feet—shining
being crowned by other anointing or empoweringhrough and metamorphosing the lower forces.
hands from aboveAscent of the tlmne without Thus the process of Meditation practiced
crowningis the picture which underlies a methodaccording to the acceptation of the Christian
which like Indian yoga, is wide-spread. Rosicrucian school is that the light of conscious
Now the picture of the Foot-washing stands imess shining out in the head is made so intensiye
marked contrast to the two indicated above. Faind forceful that it will reach from the head to the
Bowing [down] stands in opposition to the upwardarynx, from the larynx to the heart, and finally
fleeing of theWinged Snake, and th&ashing of from there to the feet, with purifying and trans
the Feet stands in contrast to #hecent of the forming efect. Here also the aim is a purposefl;l
Throne. Just as the pictures contradict one anotheegulating of the system of currents in the hum
so the methods of spiritual development, the-prinorganism, but the regulating takes place in such
ciples of which are expressed in those pictures, aveay that consciousness guides its currents eow
distinct both as regards their actual contents angdlard in order to bring about a gradual, inner trang
also with respect to their moral essence. Fdiormation of the lower man in the direction of thg
Christian schooling depends neither on flight fronGood, thelrue, and the Beautiful.he relationship
the prison of the bodyor on the exploiting of the of above and below are so regulated here that the
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higher bows before the lowem =
order to serve thdower—as is
shown in the scene of the Foor
washing. 7
In Meditation, the principle of {5
Foot-washing is the criterion of th
spiritual happenings within th
human oganism. In it there is a rea”
Washing of the Feet by the highej
man stooping to the loweln actu
al reality the higher man generall
wishesthis to be so and makes &' f/[-.~=
effort to achieve it; neverthelesl\(./
the stream of spiritual force whick=-3
flows from the higher to the Iowe*.
as an active influence from they, i
Spiritual World is sent down asy’
Grace Usually it is the Guardians-—S8¥
Angel, or some other exalted beinZ#= . ;
of the SpiritualWorld, who stoops From Die Bibel in Bildern, Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld (1789-1853)
to the man in Meditation, anc The Foot-washing
“washes his feet”; that is, sendAs agestural emblem, the Foot-washing is at the heart of the Christian patr’}: “Hor
down the strength of the Spirit evey &% P b T ECAECC i avident cisaps f not disdain, fofering |
to his feet. For Foot-washing is thhat the Messiah should ascend to thetierof Israel and rule with overt power
fundamental attitude of the beings
of the SpiritualWorld. There the higher serve the is required merely by the external conditions of
lower: Archai serveArchangels, for instance; life, something which he will resolve to do as
ArchangelsAngels; andAngels, Men. freely, for instance, as he resolved on the work ¢
Thus the real process of Meditation does not meavieditation. He will then devote himself to some
only an attitude of the higher man to the lowerundertaking suitable for contributing to the pene
which is in accordance with the Foot-washing; itration of the Good, th&rue, and the Beautiful
means at the same time a concrete act of Foottto a sphere of human existence in which the
washing on the part of the beings of the SpirituaGood, theTrue, and the Beautiful are not indige
World towards the man who is meditating. Hencaaous.Then, when men who have resolved on sef
it is a matter of overwhelming importance that thesice for mankind find one anothéhey may form
whole man should produce the conditions wherebgommunities which exist not for their own sake
he may become the object of tReot-washing but for the benefit of humanityhus the smaller
accomplished by the SpiritudVorld. But these and lager communities which embody the stream
inner processes are only preparations for anothef Christian occultism in the world have arisen
for Man has to learn to give proof of the Foot-They carry on work in the world which is almost
washing not only within himself, but also eut as little known and recognized as the work donfe
wardly through his deeds. It is his task not only t@mong men by th&ngels.This work, in so far as
be theobject of Foot-washing, but gradually to it is of importance, is based on the Foot-washing
become thaubjectof it; that is, to do for others, on principle, which is the principle not only of the
his own initiative, what has been done for him. Christian Rosicrucian method of spiritual training
When a man has recognized this dutg will  but also the foundation of the whole of its work in
endeavor to do for humanity something more thathe world.

=
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Other occult currents work, on the contrasy  to be striven for todaylhe feet of théower man,
other principles corresponding to their particulahowever that is, the real feet, will only feel the
training methods; for the nature of the work is theeffect in the Sixth Culture-epoch after the Maitreya
fruit of the training As figs are the fruit of the fig [new Buddha]incarnation has established th
tree, so the influence of a spiritual school is thevhite magic of the individual human being.
image of its method of training. In the present age, the task of objectivg

Now Foot-washing is certainly the fundamentaFootwashing is bounded by the injunction: “He
principle of Christian spiritual activity; but as to that hath ears to hedet him heat It can only be
the actual déct of this activity in so far as it is fulfilled for the “feet” which are hidden in the ears.
purely human, Foot-washing can, in the preserihis, therefore, gives a special importance to th
age, be regarded only as an ideal of the future. Fepoken word, to the proclamation, in the presel
the activity proceeding from Man himself reachesge.The “herald” has to “bow” to the ear of the-lis
in the present age no further than to the “feet” ofener; that is, to his power of comprehension. Bt
the higher man; that is, to the “feet” of thead the possibilities of Foot-washing in the future will
man.The “feet” of the head-man are situated, howgrow ever greater and greatentil at last the sub
ever in the oganization of the ears where theylime example of Foot-washing given by Christ
touch upon the drums of the eafsnd to this Jesus himself will be attaine@ihen it will be pos
degree of Footwashing only; that is, to the cleansible to transmit not only the purifying thought,
ing of the “feet” situated in the ears, does tlieaf but also the moral life of will from man to man.
of human “Foot-washing” reach, as a rule, todiay The powerof Good, not merely the understanding
rare cases it may reach to the “feet” of therax  of it, will then be carried over from one man to
man in the middle of the body; but the cleansing odnotherThis is the meaning of the Foot-washing a
the hands of this second man is still, reallyideal it is described in St. JormGospel. (Continued)

THE ROSICRUCIAN COSMO-CONCEPTION

By Max Heindel

his book gives a complete outline of ivesternwWisdomTeachings as far as it

may be made public at the present time. It contains a comprehensive outline of
the evolutionary processes of man and the universe, correlating science with
religion. The author received thiseaching personally from
the Rosicrucian Brotherhood. It is their latest communicati

THE ROSICRUCIAN
COSMO-CONCEPTION

This is the textbook used in the Rosicrucian
Philosophy Correspondence Cour ses.

PART ONE: A treatise on theVisible and InvisibleWorlds, Man and the
Method of Evolution, Rebirth and the Law of Cause arfddtf

PART TWO: Covers the scheme of Evolution in general and the Evolution of ?
the Solar System and Earth in particular

PART THREE: Treats of Christ and His Mission, Future Development of Man angl Pl Use Order E
Initiation, EsotericTraining and a Safe Method @fcquiring ease Use Urder Form
Firsthand Knowledge. on page 64

NEW HARDCOVER EDITION: 717 pages, including a 100-padehabetical Index and a 60-pagepical index
PAPER EDITION: 610 pages with 60-pagepical Index. Published byhe Rosicrucian Fellowship.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Song of Prayer—
Forgiveness

RGIVENESS OFFERS WINGS to
prayer to make its rising easy and its
progress swiftWithout its strong sup
port it would be vain to try to rise above
prayers bottom step, or even to attempt

to climb at all. Fagiveness is pray&s ally; sister
in the plan for your salvation. Both must come tg
hold you up and keep your feet secure; your pu
pose steadfast and unchangeable. Behold the gre
est help that God ordained to be with you until yo
reach to Him. lllusiors end will come with this.
Unlike the timeless nature of its sistprayer for-
giveness has an end. For it becomes unneed
when the rising up is don&et now it has a pur
pose beyond which you cannot go, nor have yo .
need to gOAccompliSh th|S and you have been Created by Ariel Agemian exclusively for the Confraternity of the Precious Blood
redeemedAccomplish this and you have beenThe incarnation of a love that surpasses perfediveness

: : : utters flom the coss a prayer ofaprieve for his muterers,
:?enj\fg:{ged Accomplish this and you will save “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”

Forgiveness of Your self tion, and the remedy appears to be a terrible-alte

No gift of Heaven has been more misunderstoodative to life.
than has fagiveness. It has, in fact, become a Fomgiveness-to-destroy will therefore suit the
scouge; a curse where it was meant to bless, purpose of the world far better than its true objeg
cruel mockery of grace, a parody upon the holyive, and the honest means by which this goal
peace of GodYet those who have not yet chosenreached. Fgiveness-to-destroy will overlook no

to begin the steps of prayer cannot but use it thusin, no crime, no guilt that it can seek and find and

Forgivenesskindness is obscure at first, becausélove.” Dear to its heart is errorand mistakes

salvation is not understood, nor truly sought forloom lage and grow and swell within its sight. It
What was meant to heal is used to hurt becausarefully picks out all evil things, and overlooks
forgiveness is not wanted. Guilt becomes salvahe loving as a plague; a hateful thing of dangg

This is the second of e consecutive articles devoted to and of death. Fgiveness-to-destroy is death, and
The Song of Prayer: PrayeFomiveness, Healing, “an this it sees in all it looks upon and hates. God

extension of the principles @ Course in Miracles and mercy has become a twisted knife that woul
reprinted with permission of the Foundation for Inner Peace

P.O. Box 635, iburon CA94920. destroy the holy Son He loves.
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Would you fogive yourself for doing |
this? Then learn that God has given yq_ e
the means by which you can return to Hig; ¢
in peace. Do not see err@o not make it /2=
real. Select the loving and fypve the sin
by choosing in its place the face of Chrig/%s
How otherwise can prayer return to Gog \.*
He loves His Son. Can you remember Hif}
and hate what He created®u will hate |
his Father if you hate the Son He love:
For as you see the Son you see yourst
and as you see yourself is God to yo %
As prayer is always for yourself, so isfoi.
giveness always given you. =

It is impossible to fagive anotherfor it &
is only your sins you see in hifviou want
to see them there, and not in ydinat is ==
why forgiveness of another is an illusior = _ winriis o
Yet it is the only happy dream in all th The;‘:jmurl’t“:zes'g ?:;g;g'“é::{;’:m" Corolsea (H7Es-1659
world; the only one that does not lead chyist Jesus turns the weapon of the law against its zealous custodigns
death. Only in someone else can you fcto effect elease of the adulteas woman (John 9). God sent not His Sor

give yourself, for you have called hinto condemn the world but teadeem it. Fagiveness is possible because
quilty of your sins, and in him must youChrist is infused in the very earth of the human form and waits to Qe

: '~“identified and set &e flom the incognito of each seeming sinner
innocence now be founWho but the sin

ful need to be faiven?And do not ever think you which still remains unchanged behind them all.
can see sin in anyone except yourself. His constancy remains in tranquil silence and in
This is the great deception of the world, and yoyperfect peace. He does not know of shadows. His
the great deceiver of yourself. It always seems teyes look past error to the Christ in y8sk, then,
be another who is evil, and in his sin you are thélis help, and ask Him how to learn goreness as
injured one. How could freedom be possible if thidHis vision lets it beYou are in need of what He
were soou would be slave to everyone, for whatgives, and your salvation rests on learning this ¢f
he does entails your fate, your feelings, youHim. Prayer cannot be released to Heaven while
despair or hope, your misery or jo§ou have no forgiveness-to-destroy remains with you. God’
freedom unless he gives it to ydAnd being evil, mercy would remove this withering and poisoned
he can only give of what he igou cannot see his thinking from your holy mind. Christ has fpven
sins and not your own. But you can free him angou, and in His sight the world becomes as holy as
yourself as well. Himself.Who sees no evil in it sees like Him. Forn
Forgiveness, truly given, is the way in whichwhat He has f@iven has not sinned, and guilt can
your only hope of freedom lies. Others will makebe no more. Salvatios’plan is made complete,
mistakes and so will you, as long as this illusion o&nd sanity has come.
a world appears to be your honvet God Himself Forgiveness is the call to sanifpr who but the
has given all His Sons a remedy for all illusiongnsane would look on sin when he could see the
that they think they see face of Christ insteadThis is the choice you
Christ’s vision does not use your eyes, but youmake; the simplest one, and yet the only one thgat
can look through His and learn to see like Himyou can make. God calls on you to save His Sgn
Mistakes are tiny shadows, quickly gone, that fofrom death by déring Christs love to himThis is
an instant only seem to hide the face of Christyour need, and God holds out this gift to yAs.
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He would give, so must you give as wélhd thus a “better” person deigns to stoop to save a “base
is prayer restored to formlessness, beyond all limnone from what he truly is. Fgiveness here rests
its into timelessness, with nothing of the past t@n an attitude of gracious lordliness so far fron
hold it back from re-uniting with the ceaselesdove that arrogance could never be dislodyedo
song that all creation sings unto its God. can fogive and yet despiseBnd who can tell

But to achieve this end you first must learnanother he is steeped in sin, and yet perceive hi
before you reach where learning cannot goas the Son of God®ho makes a slave to teach
Forgiveness is the keyut who can use a key what freedom isThere is no union here, but only
when he has lost the door for which the key wagrief. This is not really mercyfhis is death.

Forgiveness has a Teacher Who will fail in nothing. Rest a while
in this; do not attempt to judge forgiveness, nor to set it in an
earthly frame. Let it arise to Christ, Who welcomes it as gift to

Him. He will not leave you comfortless, nor fail to send His
angels down to answer you in His Own Name.

made, and where alone it fit¥herefore we make  Another form, still very like the first if it is
distinctions, so that prayer can be released fromnderstood, does no appear in quite such blats
darkness into light. Fgiveness'role must be arroganceThe one who would fgive the other
reversed, and cleansed from evil usages and hatitbes not claim to be the bettddow he says
ful goals. Fogiveness-to-destroy must be unveilednstead that here is one whose sinfulness he shar
in all its treacheryand then let go forever and for since both have been unworthy and deserve the r
ever There can be no trace of it remaining, if theribution of the wrath of Godl'his can appear to be

plan that God established for returning be achieveal humble thought, and may indeed induce a-+iva|l

at last, and learning be complete. ry in sinfulness and guilt. It is not love for Ged’
This is the world of oppositesAnd you must creation and the holiness that is His gift foreve
choose between them every instant while thi€an His Son condemn himself and still remembe

world retains reality for youYet you must learn Him? Here the goal is to separate from God the

alternatives for choice, or you will not be able toSon He loves, and keep him from his Soufides
attain your freedom. Let it then be clear to yowgoal is also sought by those who seek the role
exactly what fogiveness means to you, and learrmartyr at anothes hand.
what it should be to set you fregnhe level of your Here must the aim be clearly seen, for this ma
prayer depends on this, for here it waits its freegpass as meekness and as charity instead of crue
dom to ascend above the world of chaos intés it not kind to be accepting of anottespite, and
peace. not respond except with silence and a gent
Forgiveness-to-Destroy smile? Behold, how good are you who bear wit
Forgiveness-to-destroy has many forms, being patience and with saintliness the anger and the h
weapon of the world of form. Not all of them areanother gives, and do not show the bitter pain yg
obvious, and some are carefully concealed beneaditel.
what seems like charityret all the forms that it  Forgiveness-to-destroy will often hide behind 3
may seem to take have but this simple goal; thegloak like this. It shows the face of &ring and

purpose is to separate and make what God createdin, in silent proof of guilt and of the ravages of

equal, diferent. The diference is clear in several sin. Such is the witness that if&fs one who could
forms where the designed comparison cannot dee savior not an enemyBut having been made
missed, nor is it really meant to be. enemy he must accept the guilt and heavy-laic

In this group, first, there are the forms in whichreproach that thus is put upon him. Is this love? C
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is it rather treachery to one who needs salvation Forgiveness-for-Salvation
from the pain of guilt®hat could the purpose be, Fomgiveness-foisalvation has one form, and
except to keep the witnesses of guilt away frononly one. It does not ask for proof of innocencs,
love? nor pay of any kind. It does notgare, nor evalu
Fomgiveness-to-destroy can also take the form ddite the errors that it wants to overlook. It does ngt
bamgaining and compromise. “I will fgive offer gifts in treacherynor promise free
you if you meet my needs, for in your dom while it asks for deatkVould God
[ deceive you? He but asks for trust
and willingness to learn how to be
free. He gives HisTeacher to
/ A A whoever asks, and seeks td
no hope, but only greater pairg” 7 ‘ understand the/ill of God. His _
and misery How fearful has 77 # T ’ readiness to give lies far
forgiveness now become, an/ 77 | Wi beyond your understanding
how distorted is the end i o 7<) and your simple graspet He?
seeks. Have mercy on yourse7Z7; has willed you learn the W&y

one and you are [a] slavénd you

will seek to rid yourself of guiltin 4  Sa P

who bagains thus. God gives; | g4 /8 to Him, and in His wHIm%
and does not ask for recem? " M4 TNQ | |/ of there is certainty <
penseThere is no giving but tO-’,g;’ FﬁTHER -\ A You Child of God, the gifts

give like Him.All else is mock ~
ery. For who would try to strike a
bamgain with the Son of God, ana-. o s #
thank his Father for his holiness? f,;,/ %/ /  nessis, and how to give it as He wills
What would you show your brother?" ,{/ ' " it be. Do not, then, seek to understand
Would you try to reinforce his guilt and what is beyond you yet, but let it be a way
thus your own? Fagiveness is the means for yourto draw you up to where the eyes of Christ become
escape. How pitiful it is to make of it the means fothe sight you choose. Give up all else, for there |s
further slavery and paifVithin the world of oppe  nothing elseWhen someone calls for help in any
sites there is a way to usedoreness for the goal form, He is the One to answer for y@ul. that you
of God, and find the peace Hefet you.Take need do is to step back and not to interfere.
nothing else, or you have sought your death, andorgiveness-fosalvation is His task, and it is He
prayed for separation from your Self. Christ is focWho will respond for you.
all because He is in all. It is His face doreness Do not establish what the form should be thg
lets you see. It is His face in which you see you€hrist’s fogiveness takes. He knows the way to
own. make of every call a help to you, as you arise in
All forms forgiveness takes that do not leadhaste to go at last unto your Fatlsenouse. Now
away from angercondemnation and comparisonscan He make your footsteps sure, your words sin
of every kind are death. For that is what their-purcere; not with your own sincerjtyout with His
poses have set. Be not deceived by them, but |l&wn. Let Him take chge of how you would for
them by as worthless in their tragidasfngs.You give, and each occasion then will be to you anoth
do not want to stay in slaveryou do not want to er step to Heaven and to peace.
be afraid of GodYou want to see the sunlight and Are you not weary of imprisonment? God did
the glow of Heaven shining on the face of earthnot choose this sorry path for yavhat you have
redeemed from sin and in the Love of God. Fronchosen still can be undone, for prayer is mercifu
here is prayer released, along with yéour wings and God is just. His is a justice He can understand,
are free, and prayer will lift you up and bring youbut you cannot as yet. Still will He give the
home where God would have you be. means to you to learn of Him, and know at last that

of God are yours, not by your
plans but by His holyVill. His
Voice will teach you what fgive-
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condemnation is not real and makes illusions in it
evil name.And yet it matters not the form that
dreams may seem to take. lllusions are untru
God's Will is truth, and you are one with Him in
Will and purpose. Here all dreams are done.
“What should | do for HimYYour holy Son?”
should be the only thing you ever ask when help
needed and fgiveness soughthe form the seek
ing takes you need not judgind let it not be you
who sets the form in which fgiveness comes to
save Gods Son.The light of Christ in him is his
release, and it is this that answers to his ca
Forgive him as the Christ decides you should, an
be His eyes through which you look on him, an
speak for Him as well. He knows the need; th
question and the answete will say exactly what
to do, in words that you can understand and yc
can also use. Do not confuse His function with you
own. He is théAnswer You the one who hears.

And what is it He speaks to you abo#ifout
salvation and the gift of peac&bout the end of
sin and guilt and deatAbout the role fagiveness
has in Him. Do you but listen. For He will be hearc
by anyone who calls upon His Name, and place
his fomgiveness in His hands. Kpveness has
been given Him to teach, to save it from destruc
tion and to make the means for separation, sin a|
death become again the holy gift of God. Prayer
His Own right hand, made free to save as true fo
giveness is allowed to come from His eternal-vigi
lance and love. Listen and learn, and do not judg
It is to God you turn to hear what you should dc
His answer will be clear as morning, nor is His for
giveness what you think it is.

Still does He knowand that should be enough.
Forgiveness has &eacheWho will fail in noth
ing. Rest a while in this; do not attempt to judge
forgiveness, nor to set it in an earthly frame. Let |
arise to Christyvho welcomes it as gift to Him. He
will not leave you comfortless, nor fail to send His
angels down to answer you in His Own Name. H
stands beside the door to whichgweness is the
only key Give it to Him to use instead of you, anc
you will see the door swing silently open upon the
shining face of Christ. Behold your brother ther¢
beyond the door; the Son of God as He creat¢
him. (Continued) U

WHAT IS PRAYER?

Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire,
Uttered or unexpressed,

The motion of a hidden fire,
That kindles in the breast.

Prayer is the burthen of a sigh,
The falling of a tear,

The upward glancing of an eye,
When none but God is near.

Prayer is the simplest form of speech
That infant lips can try,

Prayer the sublimest strains that reach
The majesty on high.

Prayer is the contrite sinner’s voice
Returning from his ways,

While angels in their songs rejoice,
And cry, “Behold! He prays!”

Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath,
Christian’s native air,

His watchword at the gates of death—
He enters heaven with prayer.

The saints in prayer appear as one
In words and deed and mind,
Wherewith the Father and the Son
Sweet fellowship they find.

Nor prayer is made by man alone:
The Holy Spirit pleads,
And Jesus, on the eternal throne,
For sinners intercedes.

0 Thou by whom we come to God,
The Life, the Truth, the Way,

The path of prayer Thyself hast trod;
Lord, teach us how to pray.

—dJames Montgomery

Evening, and morning, and at noon,
will I pray, and cry aloud;
and he shall hear my voice.

—Psalm 55:17
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Initiation: From Ecstasy
to Christian
| ncorporation

Philo of Alexandria, the great cen %
temporary of theApostles. Perhaps he had beer 4
Philo’s student grmore likely his schoolmateAs &
his writings, Of the Contemplative Lifand Every
Virtuous One is Fee, demonstrate, Philo had a
strong sympathy with Essenism aRhlderapeutism,
in which his allegorical interpretation of the books,
of the OldTestament received an occult nuance an
emphasis. More than PhilApollos seems to have
become involved in the meditative element of +niti /) “.«-? .
ation that streamed through the Essene Ordejfpg=s J
Because of this, as happened to so many othsrwoter simeon, 1992
Essenes, it appears that he found access to | _ ~ Baptismof Christ
Christian conviction. He now took his s_piritualized,;Bﬁigi'ﬂgmvi\tlg?o'Tﬁ:%”;g:;?ntgfa‘i,?gsg} %; '}’tohhen_Hmy
allegorical interpretation of the scriptures anc
joined it with the insight that Jesus of Nazareth wagian who advanced himself further by acceptande
the Christ; that the longings and prophecies of thef new teachings confuses Paul wilpollos. It
Old Testament had thus been fulfilled. He had greatould be correct in regard #pollos; Paul could
successes with his lectures, particularly in Jewishot be more misunderstood. It is therefore impor
circles. tant to focus clearly on the fundamentafeti¢énce

Only too frequently [théApostle] Paul has been between the outlook of Paul and thafpbllos. In

compared to Philo, especially by Protestant theolqacts, we learn oApollos as well as his twelve dis
gians. The manner of thinking in his letters wasciples that their share in the Christian mysterie
characterized aélexandrian allegorizing, though only extended as far as the ‘baptism by Johr
this was not limited to the Oldestament but (18:25; 19:3)What is meant by this?
extended to the contents of the N&astament as  The baptism by John signifies the level to which
well. This conception of Paul as a Jewish theolohumanity had been able to aspire before the coming
This article eprints intact an excerptdm Saint Paul: Life, _Of Christ. The Christ I.dea was ‘?‘ profoundly famil
Epistles, andTeaching by Emil Bock, published by Floris iar one to John. In his presentiments, he too could
Books, Edinbugh, United Kingdom. Used with permission. recognize the secret of the human incarnation ¢f

08) v:_) ‘sﬁuuds. dﬁauog ‘AJalseuow-isuq:) J0 ybhIoe

[72)

RAYS 99 15



Christ in the one whom he had baptiz¥dt the F#ra
power and the evasresent being of Christ could
only be experienced after the events of Go
Friday and EasteThereby a new principle of
spiritual experience entered humanifphn the “e-u- '\
Baptist himself had indicated this propheticalll -
inasmuch as he had contrasted the baptism s
water carried out by him, to ‘the baptism with tHi s 4" = |
Holy Spirit,” which in the future would proceed g ’
from the Christ-being. N e
The report thacts gives of Paus encounter in i
Ephesus with the twelve disciples Apollos is &
one of the passages from which we can derivjs
concrete picture of hgweven at that time, the
‘baptism with the Holy Spiritwas an important )\l\
ingredient of the original Christian congregatiof
al practices. Paul asked the twelve men whet
they had received the baptism with the Spirit.
was evident from their answer that the mystery
the Holy Spirit was still unknown to them and th
the source of their participation in the Christig
life was purely and solely the baptism of JoI
which they had received’he manner in which,
Paul subsequently spoke to them of Chr
brought about the beginning of a decisive trark‘
formation in their mindsThey longed for full | o / e e
incorporation into the Christian lifdhe baptism ~ Watercolor. J. James Tissot. Brooklyn Museum
of John was now not considered faiént for  UneDissEndl cEse BepiEe
.. . . While baptizing with wateafter Christ death, the disciples veeable
joining the congregatiom twofold rite of bap to baptize with “fie” through the laying on of hands: “Then laid they
tism was carried out. First they received the-bitheir hands on them, and thesceived the HolBhost.—Acts 8:17
tism by water; then, howevdPaul added the so-
called baptism by fire and performed on them the undegoing the preparatory instructions and soul
laying on of handsThe inner transformation in the trials. The ecstasy lifted the fallen being of man tg
twelve men continuedheir souls were enkindled, the divine heights from where, transformed angd
their spirits enlightened. gifted with higher knowledge, it returned after threg
Such insight into the early handling of the sacradays into the bodily sheaths. In the late ages of
ment poses a number of questiofisey begin to be antiquity when the ancient spiritual vision in
resolved, howeverif one considers that the dual humanity had virtually shrunk to intellectual
rite of baptism carried out on adults in the earlythought, only a certain aspect of the ancient iitig
ages of Christianity contained the seed for th&on remained in some places, for instance among
sacraments of baptism and confirmatidhe two the Nazirites and Essenédter long, ascetic prepa
were moved to an earlier age of life only later—ration by means of certain baptismal rites with
baptism to the beginning of childhood and cenfir water the souls were loosened from their bondagie
mation to the onset of youth. to the body so that a certain revival of the ancie
All pre-Christian initiation was based on the prin clairvoyance occurred.
ciple of ecstasyThe extreme and complete form Thus, in this manneras a last shadow of the
consisted in the neophyte being placed into thsupersensory world, a half imaginative, allegorica
deathlike temple sleep, the ‘mystical deatfter picture element became mixed in with the nov

\
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abstract thinkingWith the baptism carried out by T25

the Baptist still brought it about that the souls expej
rienced a death-like liberation from the bpdyen |
if only for a short timeAs a result of their entering |
the higher worlds, they then brought back an awar |
ness of their own mental darkness and of thj
approach of a divine light into everyday Iife.|

enabled them to find theological, doctrinal access ¥

the fact of Chriss human incarnation. -"_
The transformation that was now brought abot

in the spiritual life of humanity through the Christ#

replaced by that of incorporatiofihe Pauline prin
ciple of ‘Christ in usbecame operativ&he princt
ple of ecstasy was at an end; that of incorporatio
a new beginningThe diference between the two |
makes clear the distinction betwegrollos and Paul.
With this new beginning, the seed existed for | ﬁ 0/
form of consciousness that does not arrive at L“._FE‘ l
insights outwardlybut comes to them from within. oiland goid leaf on wood panel, si
The intellectual, brain-bound thinking, which was Pentecost
still to have a dramatically rich history reachinc When the fountainhead of the ‘Holy Spisprang forth, the
from the Neoplatonic andlexandrian philosophy fiery tongues of Pentecost morning did not simply descend ¢n
S theApostles fom outside or above. The flamesevenkindled
all the way to the mode of thinking of modem-nat ithin; then, a higher spiritual element could come to meef
ural science, was and is a cognition leading frorthe indwelling spiritual essence and lBeaognized by it.”
without to within.Today it is an appendage to sensc
perception directed solely to the external world. Ithe congregation to the one who seemingly receivegd
came into being as a shrunken product of anciergpmething, but actually did it himselfhe fire of
half-clairvoyant perceptionthe principle of incor the Spirit already had to be burning in the inne
poration viewed in the Pauline sense, must givevarmth of soul, then the laying on of hands coul
birth one day to a newvereative thinking that will sanctify the flame by aiding it in attaining peacs
grasp the world from out of the core of the humam@nd harmonyturning it into a source of light, into a
being and,because of this, will also penetratespiritual ogan of perception.
through the outesurface of things into their inner  When the fountainhead of the ‘Holy Spisprang
spiritual essence. forth, the fiery tongues of Pentecost morning dic
In the baptism by the Spirit or by fire, early not simply descend on tigostles from outside or
Christendom had a means to the awakening @fbove.The flames were enkindled within; then, §
man’s suprapersonal centre of being. It was not ahigher spiritual element could come to meet the
outward warmth, not an external fire, with whichindwelling spiritual essence and be recognized Ry
this baptism was carried out. Indeed, it was nadt. The more clearly the secret of incorporation i$
something that one person carried out actjvelyunderstood, the more all misunderstandings vanigh
while another allowed it passively to happen. It wasvhich would view as ecstatic conditions the
the loving, blessing help that could bdeoéd by Pentecostal experience of tiAgostles or what
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occurred in souls during the act of the baptism wit
the Spirit.The secret of thesxperiences consists in
the exact opposite of ecstemyd rapture.

The twelve men in Ephesus took the step fro
the world of Apollos to that of Paul when they
found their way from Johs’ baptism to the
Christian baptismWith it, the fulcrum of their
spiritual life was moved from the head to the hear
Theology changed into religion. Not that they no
changed from ‘knowledge to faithfrom an
experience in thinking to one of feeling. From
intellectual head-thinking, they penetrated to a
intensified and spiritual light, which correspondec
to the spiritual element indwelling them creativel
in the core of their beingWhat thinking can
develop into in the future when it becomes
Christian and is produced by the true Christ-perme
ated ego of man, was prophetically evident in th .
perception of those who were baptized ‘with fire¥e
and the Holy Spirit'in the first days of
ChristendomThough he had not been present o
Whitsun morn, Paul was the actual guardian a
cultivator of the baptism of the Spirit. SiNCe engraving, Gustave Doré (1833-1883), or Acts 8:4
Damascus, he was able to cognize exactly the pc Conversion of Saul

BAIYDIY [eL0IdId Janog

tent of the future. He saw in this baptism the seed (While Pentecost was a Baptism of the Christ-sent Holy Spiri,
d the Damascus event was a baptism by the Person and in the

an initiation into which Christian humanity woul

. . Light of Christ Himself, transforming Pasiltonsciousness.
have to grow particularly in those ages when the

Damascus mystery will become an event for all Through birth, the human spirit and soul have

humanity Then Christendom will one day be ablebegun to dwell in an earthly sheath; baptism sancf
to enter into its ‘era of the Holy Spirit.’ fies this vesselAfter two times seven years, the

A ‘confirmation’in the exact sense, an acknewl inner man is born in the maturing earth man; hg

edgment and strengthening of meanhnermost attains to his own soul that is gradually maturin

being, took place through the baptism by fire anihto a sense of self. Confirmation is the blessing

the Spirit.The first part of the dual rite of baptism, and sanctification of what henceforth lives in the
carried out predominantly with watehad relin  earthly dwelling as celestial content. Confirmatior|
quished the magical initiation character of Jshn’is therefore the sacrament of the Holy Spit

baptism. It represented the symbolic conclusion andithin a properly comprehended Christian sacrs

sealing of the catharsis, the purification by whichmentalism, baptism and confirmation are not only

A

the one who wished to fit into the community ofto be connected to those moments in life when thg
Christ had prepared himself. By meansha$ bap  are outwardly performed.hey signify processes of

tism, the vessel was made ready and wouxhy development and goals of human striving whicl

receiving somethingThe baptism with the Holy continue to develop further throughout Ilife.
Spirit brought to life the higher content in the vesselExpressed in Pauline terminolqgthey are the
As in the course of time the first part turned into thenysteries of both the child of God and divine son
baptism carried out on the child, and the seconship which, proceeding from the archetypes ofbap
into the confirmation of the young person, thetism and confirmation, or from baptism by water
archetypal relationship becomes even more evidenand fire, are to penetrate the whole of life. [
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MAX HEINDEL'S MESSAGE

The Nature and
Symbolism of the Soul

ACCORDING TO ANCIENT IDEAS

T WASTHE DICTUM of Aristotle that in
infancy the soul of man déred in nothing
from that of the brutes, but then he admitd
that one animal alone, man, can reflect ang
deliberate, and the latter statement ha
found most favor with modern philosophefsius
we are now informed that the brute is sensitive b
not self-conscious, and powers and faculties a " Detail, marble relief, seventh century, Museo ivico, Pavia, Lombardy
continually pointed to in man which, it is positive christian souls, figied as two peacocks, traditional symbols
ly asserted, can be found in none lower than- hinof eternity drink from a chalice containing the water (blood)
self. Have the people who make such Statemenoflife.Above, a.dove.feedsafn g(apss imbued with .the"Iife
.. .of the solar Christ, Him Who said, “I am the true vine.
ever visited the chamber of thought of the lower ani
mals, we wondeiand if they have not how can they Galen limited the terrsoulto the agent of sen
speak of the mystery of mind with such assurancetient and intelligent functions and made Nature the
Plato postulated a soul of the passions and a sayperator in the simply physical. Buwristotle
of the knowing faculties, each soul having its owrreigned over the schools and his doctrine of the
seat in the body and each its peculiar motionsegetable, sentient, and rational souls, various|y
EvenAristotle, his materialistic opponent, has hismodified, may be traced in many medical physio
souls, vegetable, sentient, and rational. Under dlbgical theories down to our very present timeg.
Grecian physiology and psychology lay thelt was substantially one with th&rchaeusor
assumption that whatever is self-motional has lifggoverning principle of Paracelsyshilosophy and
or soul. Matter was admitted to be essentiallyinadhe animating and ganizing principle of Harvey
tive and thus it became necessary to suppose a vigill later, Muller has modified the conception into
agent where activity was manifested, and thain oganic force which exists even in the germ an
equally in the case of mere physical function-sercreates in it the essential part of the future animgl.
tience, or intellectThis was the supposition on Haeckel and others, who try to get away entirely
which rested, alike, Pla®two kinds of souls and from the principle of the soul, are yet forced tg
Aristotle’s threesouls, for 6 so much the theory reckon with it as a vital principle underlying all
of the last-mentioned philosopher seems verphysical manifestations.
nearly if not literally, to amount. The immortal Christian soul has become figure

both by the peacock and the dove and more fr
This writing may be viewed as a companion piece to the art

cle PsychgRaysJuly/August 1996). Neither is contained in 'quently by the latteie may see the dISCI.pl.eS of
Heindel books and both show the authateep interstin ~ OUr Lord represented as doves on the apsidial crgss
the soul as the subject of myth and science of the spirit. in S. Clemente. Christian souls are found figure
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as doves on mural tablets, on baptismal fonts, aras an ancient pre-Christian symbol, but ir
on sarcophagi. Less frequently they appear as pe@hristian symbols two doves on the cross are frs
cocks, rarely on sarcophagi, howevand even in quently seen. It is more than probable there
pre-Christian times they were thus represented amother meaning to the dove symbol than that
the walls of sepulchral chambers. In the scenes aferely represents the soul. Jesbsptism in
the Paradise of Osiris on a sarcophagus in thirdan was a baptism of water and spirit, for whe

museum of th&/atican are two doves on a crosslesus rose out of the water the Universal Chrig

surrounded by the monogram of Christ in a wreatldescended upon him as a dove and from that tin
This device may be frequently seen. on he was animated by a féifent spirit, imbued
On the unique ivory tabernacle preserved in theith cosmic wisdom.
Sacristy of the Cathedral of Sens we see a pineSimilarly when the spirit descended upon £he
cone taking the place of the cross or the disciples at the Pentecostal celebragor
\l they also were gifted with spiritual
powers not previously possessed
by them, and only those wrgo
have evolved such facultles
are really entitled to thg
dove symbol, such as was
aftewards given tOthEg
disciples of ChI’IS'[“’

=S

souls of Chrlstlans merehbut
the souls of martyrs, for eac
peacock hasa small palm /A$
branchattached to its neck. ,*-. ;

The conventional Egyptia
symbol for the soul was, age

every archaeologist knowska i . ; : Y@l Hence it is reasonable fo
a sparrow-hawk with a{M Ay W SR el suppose that that symbol
human head. In latter time XNl ' a4 ey ¥ \as only given to initiate§
and among the Romans thEEERSCENERE TF sy hose spiritual powers bad
souls of the departed in the\u—eaE been developed, to be used§in
Paradise of Osiris were figured a — ) the service of humanitut if we &

doves and peacocks. In a fresco paint
ing that once existed at Pompeii (a copy of

apply the myth oArgus as an mdex
to the meaning of the peacock symb(ﬂ it

which was engraved at Naples in 1833) souls-synshows the awakened soul which uses its powef

bolized as doves and peacocks are representedfasa base purposérgus, according to mytholc?
perched on sacred palm and peach trees in tlg, had a hundred eyes and was endowed with
Paradise of Osiris and Isis. In this fresco was alsmost wonderfulall-penetrating power of observa
represented the heron, the symbol, according teon—clairvoyance,n fact. But instead of using
Vicomte de Rouge, of the first transformation othis power of the soul for the benefit and the se
the soul in this mysterious Paradise. vice of humanity he prostituted his spiritual sight
There was then for this purpose a certain identto imprison a fellow creature, and for that reaso
cal meaning connected with the symbol of the pedvercury, the god of wisdom, decapitated him anc
cock and that of the dov&he dove oVenus was placed his eyes on the plumes of ffeacock. In
crucified on a wheel with four spokes, the doveother words, the misuse of his spiritypawers for
called also Inyx. In correlation with these symbolsa base purpose caused him to be deprived of the
there occurs the story of Semiramis, described @nd made him a helpless creature, arrogant a
have fled away and been changed into a dove wheain as a peacock, a pitiable creature despite all
conquered by Staurobates who had threatened gorgeous plumage.
nail her to a cross, which is identified with the four Knowledge is good if it is of the right kind and

spoked wheel in the eternal crucifixion of Ixionrightly used for altruistic and helpful purposes, but

-
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and the wheel of execution described by Pindar it is very dangerous to be wise as a serpent if ot
The dove crucified on a wheel-cross is curiouss not also harmless as a dove. [
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READERS’ QUESTIONS
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UESTION: PLEASE distinguish There are many people who have developeg
between the various grades of spiri only the first grade, namely telepathic sensitive

ual sight and the ability to leave the ness to impressions from the other side, who ima

B1aqIapIaH aurolaigsieisIaAuN

physical body in soul flights. ine that they have developed one of the highg

Answer: The first grade of sensi grades of spiritual sighT.hese people constitute a
tiveness to the superphysical is thateal danger because they frequently give out-unr
in which a person gets impressionsliable and misleading information in regard to thg
from entities, beings, or conditions on the invisiblanvisible planes. It is an occult maxim that where

31
planes, these impressions being in the nature person has any real occult development he does
e

telepathy or thought transferenddaey may come not tell others of it and does not spend his tim
from people who have passed over to the othaletailing his last soul flight on the invisible planes
side.They are positively not clairvoyance of anyfor the edification of his admiring fellow students.
sort and have no relation to it. An exception to this rule is that of a person wh

Usually the next development consists in that ofias been commissioned by the spiritual Hierarch
etheric sight, which is a form of physical sight byto give out a new presentation of truth or a ne
which a person becomes able to see the ethepbilosophy such as Max Heindel gave out. In sug
bodies of men, animals, and plants and also thmses it is permissible for the agent thus selected
etheric nature spirits. give out some of his experiences on the supe

The next grade is clairvoyance, which enables physical planes for the benefit of his followers. Bu
person to perceive the desire world and the desiseich individuals are very rare, and they are alway
bodies of men and animaks.still higher grade of very guarded in the information, which they give
clairvoyance enables one to perceive the realitiesut relative to themselves.
in the world of thought. The Mystic Marriage

No one of these grades of spiritual sight conferQuestion What aspect in the horoscope indicate

the ability to leave the physical body in soulwhether the mystic marriage between the highg

flights. This latter is an entirely separate functionand lower selves has been consummated?
It consists in the development of the two higheAnswer: Nobody but an Initiate of the Mysteries
ethers of the vital body and their separation froncould give this information, and so far as we knov

Y
the lower by a life of service, so that when the pemo such Initiate has made a statement on the syb
d

son goes out of his physical body he takes thegect. The mystic marriage between the higher an
higher ethers or soul body with him and uses it dewer selves means the complete mastery of tf
a vehicle in which to traverse the invisible realmdower by the higherand only the Initiate has
and bring back the memory of experiences therattained thisWhen one has reached this stage, h
obtained. has arrived at the point of completely ruling hig

d
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stars and has completely risen above his -hormegative in nature than cooked food, and in tur
scope. He is then no longer controlled by the influvegetable food of all kinds is more negative tha
ences shown by his horoscope, and the ordinagnimal food. People of a sensitive or mediumisti
rules of reading it no longer apply to him.nature should avoid an entire raw food diet for th
Therefore it is to be seen that this question is oneason that it will increase their negativeness ar|
that would be of interest only to Initiates, and thday them open to undesirable influences from th
horoscope of any person below the stage of anvisible planes. Howevepeople who are psychi
Initiate would give no information on the subjectcally positive may advantageously adopt a dig
whatever quite lagely composed of raw food.
“What God Hath Joined Together” Individuality and Personality

Question What is the meaning of the New Questiont Will you kindly explain the dierence
Testament quotation which says: “What God hatbetween individuality and personality?
joined together let not man put asunder?” Answer: The individuality is the ego or threefold
Answer: Esoterically this refers to the marriage ofspirit, which is developing self-consciousness
the “sons of God” with the “daughters of men”;through the processes of involution and evolution.
namely the union of the ego or spirit with the It is the higher seliThe personality is the compos
human lower nature consisting of the four loweite entity composed of the four vehicles of the-spir
vehicles obtained through involutiomhis union it, namely the mind, the desire bodiie etheric,
was divinely planned and consummated, and thisody, and the physical body
passage refers to the fact that it must not be vio Divine Protection
lently disrupted by either suicide or murdéidoes Question Last summer | was riding in an auto
not refer to [worldly] marriage at all from the eso mobile and was caught in a cyclone which dig
teric standpoint. great damage all around me. | immediately sent yp

Asking the Fellowship forHelp a silent prayer to the Invisible Helpers for pretec
Question Why is it that whenever | am in trouble tion. Almost at once a great calm swept over me
and | write to you about it, | am shortly helped,and | escaped unharmé#las it right for me to ask
usually before a letter arrives from you? for this protection, or would | have been shielded
Answer: When you have a problem and write itin any case without requesting it?
out plainly and provided you are really striving to Answer: It is always quite permissible to ask for
live the life, then your letter constitutes an appegbprotection from inimical forces, and it is not at all
for instruction, and this is given by the Invisiblecertain that protection will be forthcoming if we do
Helpers at night, perhaps for several nights in suaot ask when there is apparently great need for if.
cession, until your consciousness is impressedAll storms are produced by the nature spirits
with the idea to be conveyetihis process is fre and they work under the direction of higher Being
quently completed before a letter has time to readbringing about retributive justice. But retributive
the applicant.The above applies to instructionsjustice is not an attempt to punish an individual fo
concerning spiritual matters in particyland some- certain wrongs which he or she may have commi
times it is also extended to advice on temporakd. It is the working out of the law of cause an
things which will afect the spiritual status and effect; and as causes are traceable to individuals,
growth. But advice is never given on purely worldlythey then are subjected to the resultariéots$.
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matters. However there are cases where an individual gr
Raw Food individuals are in a certain locality who are in n

Question Do you advocate an entire diet ofway connected with the collective destiny which i

uncooked food ? due for payment there. In such instances a way |is

Answer: No. Uncooked food is a negative form ofalways provided for escape, one of which i
diet, although it possesses many advantages frontraough the aid of Invisible Helpers who are evefr
purely dietetic standpoint. Uncooked food is moreeady to render assistance when it is merited]
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

The mmaculate
Conception

HE DOCTRINE of the
Immaculate Conceptio
is one of the most sublimd
mysteries of the Christia
Religion, and perhaps fo
that reason it has dafed more from
being dragged down into materialit
than any of the other mysteries. It h
suffered alike from the interpretatio
of its clumsy supporters and the snee
of the skeptics. I N e sl W e ;
The popularbut erroneous idea, i ; : A P SN
that abOUt 2’000 years ago an ind'th Fresco (1460), Piero Della Francesca (1422-1492), Chapel of the Cemetery, Monterchi

. Madonna of the Confinement
ual named Jesus Christ was born 01Mary deeply ponders the fruition of the mystery of the holy immaculate conception

mother without the_ (Foo_perat_ion Of @ 55w angdls create awomb of securrity and nurture for her and her forming Child.
earthly fatherand this incident is regard

edas unique in the history of the world. igality it ~ the lunar vibrations for he has thirty-one pairs of
is not unparalleled; the Immaculate Conception haspinal nerves. But he is not yet attuned to the solar
taken place many times in the history of the worldnonth of thirty-one days, and he matesall times
and will become universal in the future. of the year; hence the periodical flow in woman
The periodical ebb and flow of the material andvhich under proper conditions is utilized to form part
spiritual forces which invest the Earth are the invisof the body of a child more perfect than its parent.
ible causes of the physical, moral, and mental activ Similarly, the periodical flow in mankind
ities upon our globeAccording to the hermetic becomes the sinew and backbone of racial advange
axiom, “As above, so belgia similar activity must ment; and the periodical flow of the Eaglspiritu
take place in man, who is but a minor edition ofal forces, which occurs at Christmas, results in the
Mother Nature. birth of Saviors, who from time tdime give
The animals have twenty-eight pairs of spinatenewed impetus to the spiritual advanoesnt of
nerves and are now in their Moon stage, perfectl{he human race.
attuned to the twenty-eight days in which the Moon There are two parts to our Bible, the Old and the
passes around the zodiac. In their wild state, thdew TestamentsAfter briefly reciting how the
Group Spirit regulates their matingherefore there world came into being, the former tells the story of
is no overflow with them. Man, on the other handthe “Fall.” We understand the “Fall” to have been
is in a transition stage; he is too far progressed faccasioned by mas'impulsive and ignorant use of
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the sex force at times when the interplanetary raysith a halo.Then he is upon the path of Initiation.
were inimical to conception of the purest and bedtle is taught how unbridled use of sex regardless pf
vehicles.Thus man became gradually imprisoned irthe stellar rays has imprisoned hintle body how

a dense body crystallized by sinful passion and coiit fetters him, and how by the propese of that same
sequently an imperfect vehicle, subject to pain anfbrce in harmony with the stars meay gradually
death. improve and etherealize his body dnthlly attain

Then commenced the pilgrimage through mattefiberation from concrete existence.

and for millennia we have been living in this hard A shipwright cannot build a staunch oak shig
and flinty shell of bodywhich obscures the light of from spruce lumber; “men do not gather grapes ¢
heaven from the Spirit withinfhe Spirit is like a thorns”; like begets like, and an incoming Ego ofI

-

diamond in its rough coat, and the celestial -lapipassionate nature is drawn to parents of like nature,
daries, the RecordindAngels, are constantly where its body is conceived upon the impulse of the
endeavoring to remove the coating so that the Spinthoment in a gust of passion.
may shine through the vehicle which it ensouls. The soul who has tasted the cup of sorrow-inc
When the lapidary holds the diamond to thelentto the abuse of the creative force, and has drunk
grindstone, the diamond emits a screech like a cry &b the dregs the bitterness thereof, will gradually
pain as the opaque covering is removed; but gradgeek parents of less and less passionate natufes,
ally by many successive applications to the grinduntil at length it attains to Initiation. Having been
stone the rough diamond may become a gem ¢éught in the process of Initiation the influence of
transcendent beauty and puri@milarly, the celes the stellar rays upon childbirth, the next body-pro
tial beings in chaye of our evolution hold us close vided will be generated by Initiate parents withouf
ly to the grindstone of experience. Pain andesuf passion, under the constellation most favorable {o
ing result, which awaken the Spirit sleeping withinthe work which the Ego contemplat@&ferefore the
The man hitherto content with material pursuitsGospels (which are formulae of Initiation) cem
indulgent of sense and sex, becomes imbued withraence with the account of the Immaculate
divine discontent which impels him to seek theConception and end with the crucibx, both wor
higher life. derful ideals to which we mustoméime attain,
The gratification of that aspiration, howeyes for each of us is a Christ-in-thmaking, and will
not usually accomplished without a severe strugsometime pass through both the mystic birth and the
gle upon the part of the lower nature. It was whilenystic death foreshadowed in the Gospels. B
wrestling thus that Paul exclaimed with all theknowledge we may hasten the dagtelligently
anguish of a devout, aspiring heart: “O wretchedooperating instead of as now often stupidly frus
man that | am!...The good that | would | do not:itrating through ignorance the ends of spiritud]
but the evil that | would not, that | do....I delightdevelopment.
in the law of God after the inward man: but | see In connection with the Immaculate Conceptior
another law in my members, warring against thenisunderstandings prevail at every point: the- pef
law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to petual viginity of the mother even after giving birth
the law of sin which is in my members.” (Romansto other children; the lowly station of Joseph, th¢
7:19-24) supposed foster fatheetc. We will briefly view
When the flower is crushed, its scent is liberatethem in the light of facts as revealed in the Memory
and fills the surroundings with grateful fragranceof Nature.
delighting all who are fortunate enough to be near In some parts of Europe people of the highgr
Crushing blows of fate may overwhelm a man oclasses are addressed as “wellborn,” or even ps
woman who has reached the stage tibefscence; “highwellborn,” meaning that they are thdsgring
they will but serve to bring out the sweetness of thef cultured parents in high station. Such people us
nature and enhance the beauty of the soul till &lly look down with scorn upon those in modest
shines with an éfilgence that marks the wearer aspositions.We have nothing against the expressio
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“wellborn”; we would that every child were well humanity that the act of generation could be- pef
born, born to parents of high moral standing, ndormed without passion, out of pure love, so that the
matter what their station in lifdhere is a viginity  child could be immaculately conceived.
of soul that is independent of the state of the pbody Such were the parents of Jesus. Joseph is said to
a purity of mind which will carry its possessorhave been a carpentdrut he was not a worker in
through the act of generation without the taint ofvood, he was a “builder” in a higher sense. God is
passion and enable the mother to carry the unbothe GrandArchitect of the Universe. Under Him are
child under her heart in sexless love. many builders of varying degrees of spiritua
Previous to the time of Chrighat splendoy down even to those whom we
would have been impossible. In the know as Freemasonall are engaged
earlier stages of mas’ career in building a temple without sound
upon Earthquantity was desir of hammey and Joseph was no
able and qualitypf minor con exception.
sideration; hence the cem It is sometimes asked why
mand was given to “go Initiates are always men.
forth, be fruitful, and mul They are not. In the lower
tiply.” Besides, it was degrees there are many
necessary that man shoul women. But when an
temporarily foget his Initiate is able to choose
spiritual nature and his sex, he usually takes
concentrate his ergies the positive masculine
upon material conditions. body, as the life which
Indulgence of sexpas brought him to Initiation
sion furthers that has spiritualized his vital
object, and the desire body and made it positive
nature was given full under all conditions, so that he
sway Polygamy flourished, and has then an instrument of the
the lager the number of their chil highest eiciency.
dren, the more a man and a There are times, however
woman were honored, While , . 0 e 15151612) Hemiage, st reersorg WNEN the exigencies of a case
barrenness was looked upon is;. joseph with the Christ Childin HisArms fequire a female body; such as,
the greatest possibleflattion. for instance, providing a body of
In other directions the desire nature was beinthe highest type to receive an Ego of superlatively
curbed by God-given laws, and obedience to divinkigh degreeThen a high Initiate may take a female
commands was enforced by swift punishment of thbody and go through the experience of materni
transgressorsuch as warpestilence, or famine. again, after perhaps having eschewed it for sevelal
Rewards for dutiful observance of the mandates dives, as was the case with the beautiful character
the law were not wanting eithefhe “righteous” know as Mary of Bethlehem.
man’s children, cattle and crops were numerous; he In conclusion, then, let us remember the poin
was victorious over his enemies and the cup of hisrought out: that we are all Christs-in-the-making
happiness was full. that sometime we must cultivate characters so- spot
Later, when the Earth had been fatiently pec  less that we may be worthy to inhabit bodies that afe
pled after theAtlantean Flood, polygamy becameimmaculately conceived; and that the sooner
more and more obsolete, with the result that theommence to purify our minds of passionat
quality of the bodies improved, and at the time of othoughts, the sooner we shall attain. In the fingl
Christ the desire nature had become so far amenatlalealysis it only depends upon the earnestness of qur
to control in the case of the more advanced amomurpose and the strength of our wills. a
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ASTROLGOY

Yo

The Measure of
Amenabilityto

Planetary Vibrations
Part 4

EPTUNE MAY BE SAID to repre
sent the invisible worlds in their
more positive aspects, and those
who come under the adverse aspeci#
of this planet are, therefore, broughifi
into touch with the most undesirable occupants ¢
the invisible worldsActual obsession, whereby the
owner of a body is deprived of his vehicle, take
place under the ray of Neptune, and no materiali
ing seance could ever be held were it not for th
stellar vibration. Magic, white or black, can neve|
be put to practical use save under and because
this Neptunian vibrationApart from this ray it R T,
WOUId remain theor’ﬁpeCUIatlon’ and b00k Iearn Limbourg Brothers, The Trés Riches He;res of :]eah,-ﬂlarkz-of Bé_rfy, 1409-1415, Musée
ing. Therefqre the Initiates of every Mystery Conde Chanily S
SChOOL s_plrltual seers who have full control 01While demonic possession was emoommon in the days of
their clairvoyant faculty and astrologers are christ Jesus when egogamizations wes not as developed,
amenable in varying degrees to the ray of Neptunthe influence of negative spirit entities today may beemor
The black magician and the hypnotist, who is 9angeous for being subtler and less overt. Mover Max
. Heindel notes that in today*civilized countries...demonic
twin brother to the formeere also dependent upon possession is fardm infequent.”—Web of Destinyp. 41
the power of this stellar ray for use in their nefari
ous practices. coming life; it shows what we have earned by ou
The highest human development at the presepist living and therefore what we are entitled to i
time, namelythe soul unfoldment which is unéer the present life.
taken in the Mysterfemples through Initiation, is  Moreover it should always be kept in mind that
directly the result of the Neptunian R#&pr just as the stars impel but they do not compel. Because
evil configurations with Neptune lay men liableman or woman has an evil configuration with
to assault by invisible entities, so the good cenfigNeptune or Uranus, it is not unavoidable that the
urations with Neptune are particularly required tashould go into active, evil mediumship or black
enable a man to unfold by Initiation all his soulmagic and thereby make life harder for themselve
powers and become a conscious agent in the-invig the future.Their opportunity to do so and the
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ible worlds. Let us remembenowevey that good temptation will come at certain times when the

or evil configurations are not the result of chanc@&eavenly time-markers point to the right hour of
or luck. The horoscope shows the tendencies of thge clock of destinyThen is the time to stand firm
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for the good and for the right. Being forewarnedo them, there are two more of which we shall
through a knowledge of astrolggyne is also fore  know something later on. It is the opinion of the
armed and may the easier overcome when such amiter that these two are probably not felt by any
aspect culminates. except those who have graduated from the Greater
Thus we have seen in the three previous articlédystery School and the Hierophants of that-suf
on this subject that man is amenable to the planéme institution.
tary rays in an increasing measure as he advances$n concluding this article on the amenability of
through evolution; but the more highly developednan to planetary vibrations we quote frorhe
he becomes spirituallyhe less he will allow the Rosicrucian Mysteriesa part of the article on
planets to dominate him, while the younger soul isLight, Color, and Consciousness.”
driven unresistingly along with the tide of life in  “Truly, God is One and Undivided. He enfolds
whatever direction the planetary vibrations propeWwithin His being all that is, as the white light
him. It is the mark of the advanced soul that hembraces all colors. But He appears threefold |n
keeps the true course regardless of planetary-vibraanifestation, as the white light is refracted ir
tions. Between these two extremes there are natthree primary colors, blue, yellownd redWher
rally all gradations. Some are excessively amenabiver we see these colors they are emblematical |of
to the rays of one planet, and the bark of life othe FatherSon, and Holy SpiritThese three pri
such men and women is driven upon the rocks ahary rays of divine life are diised or radiated
sorrow and stiéring that they may learn to evolve through the Sun, and produce life, consciousnegs
within themselves the will power that will finally and form upon each of the seven light bearers, the
free them from all domination by the ruling starsplanets, which are called the “Seven Spirits before
As Goethe, the great mystic, said: the Throne.” Their names are Mercyrywenus,
Earth, Mars, JupiterSaturn, and Uranus. Bode’
Jaw would indicate that Neptune does not belon
to our solar system, and the reader is referred o
It may be asked: Have we run the gamut oSimplified Scientifi@stologyby the present writer
vibrations when we have learned to respond to albr mathematical demonstration of this contention.
the seven planets which are mythically represented“Each of the seven planets receives the light g
as the seven strings dkpollo’s Lyre? In other the sun in a dierent measure according to its
words, is Neptune the highest vibration to whichproximity to the central orb and the constitution of
we shall ever respondThe Western Wisdom its atmosphereThe beings on each, according tg
Teachings tell us that there are two more planets their stage of development, havérafy for some
the universe which will be known in future agesof the solar raysThey absorb the color or colors
and that these will have an influence in developingongruous to them, and reflect the remainder upgn
qualities of so transcendent a nature that we cannibte other planetsThese reflected rays bear with
now understand thenthe number oAdam, man them an impulse of the nature of the beings with
or humanityis nine, and there are nine rungs uponvhom they have been in contact.
the stellar ladder by which he is ascending to God. “Thus the divine light and life come to each
Up to the present time he has climbed only five oplanet, either directly from the sun or reflectec
these rungs, namelyMercury Venus, Mars, from the six planet?As the summer breeze which
Jupiter and Saturn, and even the vibrations ohas been wafted over blooming fields carries upgn
these he has not by any means learned. Uranus atgdsilent, invisible wings the blended fragrance
Neptune are slowly coming into our lives; theya multitude of flowers, so also the subtle influences
will not become active in the same manner and thiom the Garden of God bring to us the mingle
the same degree that, for instance, the Moon amehpulses of all the Spirits, and in that vari-colore
Mars are at the present time, until many ages havight we live and move and have our being.
passed. But even when we have learned to respondThe rays which come directly from the sun ar

From every power that holds the world in chain
Man frees himself when self-coolthe gains
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productive of spiritual illumination; the reflected month in a diferent sign of the zodiac by a con
rays from other planets make for added -conjunction of the moon with the suiWhenever this
sciousness and moral development; and the ragsenjunction occurs within three degrees of a
reflected by way of the moon give physical growthaspect to any one of the planets in the natal-hor

“But as each planet can absorb only a certaiscope, the &kct of the configuration will be felt
quantity of one or more colors according to theluring the month governed by this lunation,-pro
general stage of evolution there, so each beingded of course that the person is responsive a
upon Earth—mineral, plant, animal, and man—amenable to that particular stellar influence. Fg
can only absorb and thrive upon a certain quantityistance, if a lunation were trine to Neptune in th
of the various rays projected upon the eaftie  horoscope of a Hottentot or Bushman, you woul
remainder does notfatt it or produce sen find no efect from this configuration; but if,
sation any more than the blind are cor on the other hand, this configuration
scious of light and color whick occurs in the horoscope of an
exist everywhere around ther advanced mystic, there will be
Therefore each being is thf- certain definite spiritual expe
ently afected by the stelle riences of a beautiful nature
rays; and a knowledge during that month.
the science of astrologw The influences of these
fundamental truth in natut lunations may be divided
is of enormous benefit into three classes: according
the attainment of spiritu. to whether they &éct the
growth.” Moon, Mars, or Saturn at

Besides the stellar vibr. birth, producing physical
tions which we have discuss. results; the Sunyenus, or
in the foregoing, there is on Mercury, producing social, moral,
of vital importance to which an and mental éécts; or JupitetUranus,
mankind is responsive, or Neptune, which would act
namely that of the lunation While the stars impel rather than compel, prior t5/PO" the spiritual nature.
or new moon.The pro  christs sacrifice they wer moe compelling. Thus 1 he results produced
gressed planets may b does this “emblem” illustrate the view of C.G. Jungunder the vibrations of a new
regarded as the hour hand (‘The horoscope is that *handwritingf which it is moon will naturally depend
a clock. They mark the yearS2idi(Faul, Col- 2:14) that bie (Christ) cancelled thﬁgon the aspectSquares and

. bond (...) He set these cosmic powers and authoritie " . .

when gertaln evgnts are dUis the side, nailing them to theoss.’—Mysterium oppositions glyetrlals apd
according to their positionsconjunctionis Zurich, 1968. Man carespond max troubles. Sextiles and trines
and their aspects and oLfreely to pesent planetary engies because Christgive pleasures of a nature
amenability to their vibra Jesus has absolved him of giiectsof his earthly sins. consonant with the plane
tions. By them the destiny tary aspects.
or opportunity in store for mankind is forecast; but The ordinary lunation does not producéeefs
unless the moon, which corresponds to the minufer more than one month. But if the lunation hap
hand in our illustration of the clock of destiny pens to be an eclipse, thdeet will be felt for a
moves along through the houses of the horoscofbell year from the time of its occurrence. Every

Daniel Cramer, Emblemata Sacra, 1617

by progression and gives her consent by acting aisne that year when a lunation falls in square to the

a focus for the planetary vibrations, these woulgblace of the eclipse, it will re-awaken the evil, if any

never take déct upon humanity experienced at the time when the eclipse occurre
Besides the actual progression of the moon arfsimilarly, if the original lunation was good, then

the planets in the horoscope at the rate of a day fewery formation of sextile and trineits place will

a year there is the lunation which occurs eachbring correspondingly good results. [
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ASTROLOGY

With Love from Norway - ® o
Norway at 94

11 S
w %?3 Y25

F COURSE the Norwegian
people date back many time
4 vyears, but the preser 2.4
Norwegiankingdom is but 94: =
after the NapoleonicWars
(1799-1815), the country was “givertd
Sweden. But as thAquarianAge began to
dawn about 3-1/2 decades latdhe longing 52
for liberty gradually wafted northward anc
Norway's secessiofirom Sweden was achievec S
peacefully as shown by the chafithe Moons last m
transit was over Neptune, and since the asp 24 4
between the two is a harmonious trine, we ta
Neptunes positive keyword for mundane astrolo
gy, idealism And considering the many wars thatcalled a rebirthAstrologically this points to Pluto.
have been waged over secession, it can certairihe alpine coast is extremely plutoRitt is also
be said that Norwayg’ peaceful emgence was a extremely complicated; things extreme and €on
highly idealistic event. plicated are plutonic. Little wonder the books tel
We also note the Sun in peacelténus-ruled us Norway is a Pluto-ruled Scorpio natbn.
Taurus, in the 9th house of the higher mind. And Pluto is tremendously powerful in
Moreover Venus of peace is in the 8th house ofNorway’s natus. It disposits the Moon and Mars; it
change, retrograde—contrary to the usual: therig septile of destiny (51 degrees plus small orb) fo
had been a highly unusual, peaceful chawgaus the Mercury-\nus conjunction; biseptile the
rules the LibraAscendant, and that signthird Ascendant; it is in midpoint configuration with
degree is idealisti€. Sun and Mercunytying all three together; it is in a
Neptune of idealism dominates, being closesRing with Mercury Venus, Mars. In charts where
the M.C. This watery orb is exalted in watery Neptune is strong, one must look for subtle hints;
Cancer Neptune also rules the sea, so paramougtiis makes the minor aspects significant, especially
in Norway's experience. Its countless fjords grac&vhen they are numerous, as here.
its coastline, which may well be the longest of any Saturn of destiny is in the 5th house of hiddep
country relative to its population and area. Prior t@lestiny in Pisces of destinyconjunct a critical
the advent of the airplane the quickest route betweejegree: Norway has been given didifit destiny
many of its localities was by sea . “Norway invented wintet® It is neither very fer
Norway's re-emegence could of course be tile nor especially rich in mineral¥et through

May 17, 1905
60°N / 11°E
12 Noon GMT
Johndro Chart
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Pluto in the sector of the higher mind—reinforcedArafat, not nearly enough was said about the fagt
by Mercury in the 8th, a mind set on regenrerathat had it not been for Norway hosting the secrét

tion—wealth is produced. Mars is in its own signtalks that led up to history’most famous hard
and middle degree in the sector of materiathake, it would not have happeriéd.
resources. Norwag’ merchant fleet is “fourth  There are numerous patterns in a chart that ing

largest in the world® Yet it had to be rebuilt, cate whether its owner is of advanced spiritual

regenerated, both aft&orld War | and 1l.The development. Of course every chart has at leg
country also has “valuable manufacturésThe one. Here the most obvious and basic is th
two orbs in the wealth sector are trine—easy flonLocomotive—all planets with 240 degrees. Its
Because of its seaward-directedoglk, Norway owner tends to be “self-driving” and has “an
has become world’9th lagest gas producer and exceptional flow of engy.”13 “Cold climate is
3rd lagest petroleum exportér responsible for the ergy; all contemporary civi
While numerous nations have been unable tlizations have originated in the Northern Hemi;
attract the Olympic Games even once, Norway hasphere, whereas those in the southern one we
hosted them twice, in 1952 and 1994—no smalmported.’* The Ring, already referred to, dealg
feat for a nation with such a small population.  with deep/psychic mattets.
The Moon represents the people; with the lunar In addition we note a Mystic Rectangle: two
orb in Scorpio, they certainly are resourcefupairs of planets a sextile apart and opposite ea
enough to make the very best offidiilt circum  other Here, the sextile of Moon and Uranus is
stances, a shining example to others. “There are m@posite the Mercury-Neptune sextile, which
circumstances, however unfortunate, that clevaefers to gifted otalented understandift Theres
people do not extract some advantage fr8m."also a Cag Cradlefive planets producing four sex
Surely resourcefulness can be equated with beirtes and four trinesThe orbs involved are Moon,
“clever” Prosperity assuredly is desirable for aMercury Saturn, Uranus, Neptun€his enhances
nation, if acquired honestly and used properlycreativityl’
Albeit nations, like individuals, do not live by bread Individuals as well as nations can be divide(
alone.There is also the moral or spiritual factorinto two basic groups, part of the problem or pa
Two of the NewAge planets, Uranus and Neptuneof the solution. Can there be any doubt to whic

are angular and tied to the interior orbs; Pluto isategory Norway belongs? U
very active and also the sign signature: all undeni —A Probationer
able NewAge influenced? Pluto’s strength also

w . . 1 The Rosicrucian Philosophy in Questions @mwersVolume
tells of the need to “serve the universeé. Il, Max Heindel, page 10.

Norway certainly has done this. Durifgorld 2 Practical Astology, Jerry L. Keane, page 147.

: 3 Pluto, Fritz Brunhibnerpage 29.
War |, though siring a food shortage due to bel 4 RaphaeB Horary Astrology, Raphael, page 5The Compleat

ligerent blockades, it accepted and fed thousandsastwloger, Derek and Julia Parkguage 105.

of children from warravaged nationsAfter that 5Talk show hostess Sue RunydWFNC (Fayetteville, North
. . Carolina), January 26, 1994.

war, no one in all Europe toiled harder to help feed,q 1, | ampvolume 75, Number 3, page 30.

house, and eventually return refugees to their7 The werld Book Encyclopedia/olume 14, page 545.

homes than Norwag’' famous son, Fridtjof 8The LampVolume 75, Number 3, page 24.

Nansen 9La Rochefoucauld, French moralist, quoted6®00 Sermon
: . . . lllustrations Elon Fosterpage 237.

After World War II, during which it sdered 10Astology: A Cosmic Sciengdsabel M. Hickeypages 73, 130.

many casualties, Norway took a most active part il Isabel M. Hickeyop. cit, page 274.

; ; P ; ; 12 Time cover storyDecember 27, 1993.
peacekeeplng irts, which it is still domg tOday 13 The Guide to Horary Intergtation Marc Edmund Jones, chap

The United Nationsfirst secretary-general was  ter 3.
Trygve H. Lie.Then in 1993, when all the world 14Climate Makes the MarC.A. Willis.

viewed onTV the handshake at thW&hite House 15 A Spiritual Ap_proach toAstroIogy, Myrna Lofthus, page 263.
16 Astrology Inside OytBruce Nevin, chapter 6.

between Israed’ Itzak Rabin and the PL&Yasser 17| oc. cit.
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ASTROLOGY

Correspondences
Between
Planes and Plans

I life is rhythm (enegy) and matter
is temporarily frozen engy.* The
archetypal patterns of ganisms
indicate rhythmic movements that
have temporarily taken on physical
form and substance. Formative forces are indica ~ Spiral Galaxy in Ursa Major
ed by crystal formations in frost flowers, snowyhe Stalls e Bt conmomat pelten i e pan
flakes, tension lines in cooling liquids, hexagonas
honeycombs, and others which Steiner indicated dields. Another form of primal engy is seen in
vector lines originating in the region of the earthsuch raying, outpouring erggr as that of the ray
distant planets. Hard as it may be to prove by conng sun, the primitive radiolaria and other plank
ventional means, it is certainly a probability thatons, the radial symmetry of horsetails and other
can be visualized by means of projective geometrprimitive plants. Such archetypal forms and-pat
These hard-lined forces, originating in outer spacterns are found in the whole range of nature, from
and working through the earth into crystal formathe telescopic to the microscopic universes.
tion, are akin to the “earth” etheric forc@$e for Leaf arrangements (phyllotaxy) occur in oppo
mative forces of “water” and “air” express them sites (one-half around the stem to the next leaf), |n
selves in flow paerns, spirals and vorticeshey thirds (one third around the stem to the next leaf,
are seen in whirlingalaxies, cloud formations as or in spirals of 2/5, as in blackberries where one has
photographed frompace satellites, wind and oceano go twice around the stem to arrive at the fiftm
currents, whirlpoolsthe shells of snails, the hair leaf, which is directly above the original one. Otherg
whorl on the back of the head (cowlick), the calyxhave the ratio of 3/8, 5/13, 8/21, 13/34 and so or].
of flowers such as the morning glpmhe spiral Similarly, the flower petal arrangement and seef
placement of leaf and bud around the stem, segihcement patterns of such plants as the composifes
placement as in sunflowers, all the way to the-doueveal spirals that intersect clockwise and counter
ble-helix spiral of the minute DNAolecule. clockwise, according to the above-mentioned
Water and air etheric forces reveal themselves iratios. These ratios are not random, but form @
concentric rings found from the rings of Saturn, tanathematical progression that was discovered by
tree rings, to water disturbed by a thrown pebbleéhe Renaissance mathematician Leonardo da Piga,
and equally archetypal are reflections and bi-polamalso known as Fibonacci, after whom this Fibonacgi
ities found in higher @anisms and in magnetic sequence is named. (The Fibonacci sequence|is
*This is the second of two articles (the first apgesinRays ~ S€E€N in the chambered nautilus, the curvature pf
January/February 1999) excerptedin WIf StorlsCulture ~ mountain sheep horns, elephant tusks, winter

and Horticulture, a Philosophy of Gardeningprinted with  rgsettes of p|ants and Otheganic phenomena_)
permission of the Biodynamissociation, Kimberton, A2
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A further point of interest is that the ratio betweel
any two numbers in the series (after the third
approaches that of the Golden Ratio, or Golde
Section (1:618). (The Golden Ratio, a key to th
universe since Pythagoras, is found in the interva
of music (monochord), mollusk shells, the genea
ogy of drone bees, as well as in works of art suc
as the proportions of the sculptures of Phidias, tf

ratios of the pyramid of Cheops, and others.) PATH OF MEREDRY - F .
The existence of the Fibonacci sequence in tt ( )

arrangement of leaf and flower spirals indicate APPLE (CROSS SECTION)
well enough how “God ever geometrizes” (Plato).S ; hematic cefations betw anet |

; ; uggestive schematic celations between planetary cycles,
but the_ astronomer ‘_JoaChlm SChUI_Z has pointed Cincluding their etrograde motions, and plant anatomies, seer
that this sequence Is also found in th? MOVEME gegcentrically((= plant center). Planetar¢, @) and solar
patterns of the visible planets as perceived geoce(®) paths define shape and number of many plant strestur
trically.

ECLIPTIC

The force of the sun pulls the vegetation upwardpproached by some conifers and can be counted

(heliotropism), giving it the vertical tendendust in the placement of scales in the pine cones (e.
as the planets move in and out of conjunction witlPinus pumilionandP. montana The even higher

the sun and cross the ecliptic above and hedow ratios in the sequence are extremely rare, four
do the buds, leaves and flowers move about thenly in fossil plants, or in primitive plants such ag
vertical stem of the plant, mirroring the mathematmosses and club mosses. For the higher planets,

ical relationships that hold sway in planetaryratios only approximate those of the plant geome

movement. Schulz tries to show how the oppositry because these patterns are never clpaterns,
tion and two-fold symmetry in plants relates to thébut show slight progressionSgirodistichig).
moon, which alternates from full moon to new A methodologically more sophisticated studyj
moon. The path of Mercury reveals three loopsbuilding upon Schulz, is that of E.M. Kranich who
(retrogressions) and six yearly conjunctions with thanalyzes a number of plants in morphologicd
sun, three above and three below the ecliptic. Moodetail and relates their growth processes to simil
and Mercury symmetries are found permeating thstructural relationships found among the planet
world of the monocaots, the lilies and grasses.  He relates the rooting process to the moon and t
Venus forms five loops (retrogressions) belowertical growth to the suhe leaves and flower
the ecliptic in eight years, dividing its path intopetals, as they divge from the vertical stem ten
five parts; much like the bud and leaf placement aflency are an image of the movement of Mercury
the five-sided blackberry stem, going around twiceand Venus bilaterally to the sun, as experience
to get to the same place, creating the next ratio éfom a geocentric positiodnther and pollen for
the Fibonacci series, 2:B.picture of the geocen mation relate to Mars, fruit formation to Jupjter
tric perspective o¥enus’path looks like the core and seed formation to Saturn. (These observatio
of an apple and characterizes the geometry of sueliso coincide with older color schemes which
plants as the Rosacedde spiral configuration of attribute the colors of the rainbow to the superig
Mars approaches a 3:8 ratio, as found in the leg@lanets.The colors range from the red of Mars
placement of theCruciferae [broccoli, cault through the yellow of Jupiteto the blue of Saturn.
flower]. Most dicots prefer either théenus ratio Green, the color of the vegetative plant, is the colc
of 2:5 or the Mars ratio of 3:8 for their leaf orof Venus in connection with the sun. Mercury ig
flower placement.The Jupiter ratio of 5:13 is said not to have a color as such, but consists of
found in many composites and in the figwortssheen.The moon is identified with the subter
(Sciophulariaceag The Saturn ratio of 13:34 is ranean color of silveand the sun with gold, both

Q.
d

the

V)

ne

=

32

RAYS 99



beyond the range of the rainbyw

geometry or harmony as in the so-called callus
It is not possible to go further into correlationsgrowths, plant tumors, and destruction by mear

between morphologyhyllotaxy and geometry of of insects and disease.

plants and the geometric movements of planets Geoge Adams, in an exposition of projective

within the limits of this expositionThese studies geometryPhysical and Etheric Spacdalks about

do establish the possibility of conrec

tions and partially vindicate some ¢
the older planetary designations
plants, such as those of [seventee
century British physician and herbo
ogist Nicholas] Culpeper

All plant species, from primitive
radially-symmetric mushrooms t

complex fruit trees, have characteri -

tic patternsA whole gestalt dominate
each species, giving it its overall che
acteristic form.When, for example,
leader branches are remowa trees,
another branch takes over to keep -

characteristic gestalt. Scientists haﬁ-—-—
succeeded in culturing the entire ple - -

out of one cell, regardless of wheth

that cell has been taken from the roou’

or from the leavesThis indicates that
there is a “blueprint.” It is hypothe

Each plant struct is corelated
with the planet that best@motes
its growth and development.

sized that this blueprint is found in the

cell as the DNAcode of the chromosome¥/e
advance the contention that the DNAvides the
physical substrata upon which the formativgection of cosmic forces focused the seed point,
forces, deriving from etheric space, from than analogy to the sunlit space thatfocused by
periphery of the earth, can firekpression; or as the lens of the eye to provideretinal image as
a projection. Steinerand later Grohmann, cen
ceive of plants as the eyes of the eartpanism,

[Hermann] Poppelbaum expresses it:

The “blueprint” of an aganism does no
the chemistry of the various compone
etc.;

mere indicators of the relationships in

at a particular spoflhe total structure of the living
being proceeds from the sugmatial form that is

developed in etheric space.

Loss of the geometry-creating, rhythmic impulsés

it images an extra-spatial order that gives form
and position to the gans and also determines the
earthly-cosmic layout of the ganism as a whole.
The enzymes, hormones, etc. that move about in the
organisms are not shaping causes; rattiey are

expanded.

t result from

nts of protein, open in the

the form-field

- The forces working on the seed from
the cosmic periphery are as much &

The illustration suggests that the plant is a prd

Having attempted to establish the possibility o
cosmic influences upon plant life, it now become
a question of practical concern about how to us
these forces. If they are always present, how can
“one do anything about them?....It is done primaril
by sowing ones seeds, working the soil, and plant
ing the seedlings at the right time&le do this
automatically with the solar cycle, which is the
most obviousThe lunar cycles are less obvious
but just as important.

In order to plant by cosmic rhythms corregtly

manifold streams and influences
flowing together from the cosmos.
“At the place where they interpene
trate, there arises by their interplay (it
is a qualitative interplayout its efect

is at the same time spatial) the ether
ic organ as a wholeThese currents
from the unverse are the cosmic
parts, the etherianember of the
organ.The ogan as a whole is there
fore smaller than itgarts.This is an
absolutely real procesperceptible to
supersensible consciousnessWe
can clarify this by looking at a seed.

part of the plant as the visible mem
bers of theplant. In its manifestation
within spaceand time, the plant is
diminutive, whereas etheridgl the
plant is greatly though not visibly

summer and shut in the winter

the formative forces leads to death. Interferencene must learn to identify the astral phenomen
with the flow of these forces produces a loss irsuch as the sign in which the sun, moon and t}
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sun’s position, the sign, phase, node, asct
sion and descension, and the apogee
perigee of the moon in orgegarden diary
day by dayIn this way a good scientific SEED LENS
record can be kept indicating correlatior PLANT AS PROJECTION IMAGE AS PROJECTION
over a number of years between natu...
phenomena (the appearance of certChL NG SEci i e P RO L S Sunie s
bugs, the first and las_t frost dates, raln'peby the Ien)é of the eyeptoqx;ide a etir?a)(l image as a ij)ection."
ods, etc.) and celestial phenomena. In tiie
same entrythe garden work that is done each-parmostly in the more southernly latitudes, nee
ticular dayshould be noted. Such a record, if kepshorter days for flowering and will start to flower
up diligentlyover a few decades, will be a valuablein late summer and fall as the ssi@rc narrows;
aid in understanding a number of cycles and pathey include tobacco, corn, hemp and cosmo
terns that have bearing on the farm and garden. Day-neutral plants such as shephesd’purse,
The solar cycle Most of us have an idea whenchickweed, tomato and sunflowelo not have any
to plant in the spring and when to harvest in thepecial preferences.
fall, although the author had students from Lunar cycles Lunar cycles are very handy in
California who wanted to plant watermelon andour attempt to create “relationships and disrels
other warm-weather crops in Novemb@®ne has tionships” with the Revolutionibus [entire cosmic
to plant early enough in order to get a crop. Coldsphere]The moon works through the wat&ince
weather plants can be planted before the frost-fre@ost oganisms consist mainly of watet is little
date, whereas warm-weather loving plants must bgonder that there is a noticeabléeef. The most
planted aftethe frost-free date. For biennial plants,important lunar rhythm to work with is that of the
which includemany of our vegetables, such asmoon phases (synodic moomynyone who has
beets, cabbages, kales, brussels sprouts, carrgpiouted alfalfa seeds for salad, or closely watchg
celery etc., during the first year the vegetativethe garden by comparing a new moon to a fu
growth takes place, and a cold perieérfaliza moon, notices accelerated growth during the ful
tion, T.D. Lysenko) must be passed through for thenoon period, especially if it has rained. It is best t
plant to bloom and make seed the following yeasow or plant in the second quarter a few days
This is important for gardeners who want to makdefore the full moon. Root crops can be planted i
their own seed. the third quartefThe fourth quarter is a rest period
Photoperiodismor the ability of plants to per inthe cycle during which weeding and pruning ca
ceive and respond to tifences in the length of be doneThe first quarter is characterized by slow
day and night, is related to solar cyclesng-day but steady growth.
plants such as most garden plants (beets, lettuce,Fifteen years of experiments with wheat, barley
poppy carrots, radishes, spinach, and othersggnd oats were carried out by L. Koliskd large
flower when the days get longer and start to exceedimber of seeds were sown duringetént lunar
12 hoursThese are plants that flower into the sumphases with other variables, such as soil-typ
mer. This explains why radish and spinach go tovater and fertilizer held constant. Exact measure
seed in the summeShort-day plantsoriginating ments carried out on weight, length of roots

other planets are found, the phases of -

moon, the conjunctions and oppositioAs. COSMOS SUNLIT SPACE
good astronomical calendar that indicat \ [

all the necessary data correctly and a gc

book on the constellations, or a movab

star chart, will be of help in learning

Secondlyit is important to keep note of th g
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leaves, and internodes produced curves thatAs to the tropical month, whether the moon is i

showed maximum growth always occurring in thea high sign (&urus) or a low sign (Scorpio), tradi
waxing 2nd quarter moonother series of tests tion has it that there is an increase in vitality whe
showed that sprouting is best 2 days before the futhe moon is in ascension, which is good for graft
moon. Comparisons made between plants (carroisg because the juices flow better in stem an
tomatoes, peas) planted 2 days before the fukavesWhen the moon is in descension, it is goo
moon, with controls planted 2 days before the nevior the roots, for transplanting and hedge trim
moon, showed that full moon sowings had signifiming, at least the Swiss peasants swear by this.
cantly lager harvests and grew better than the con Apogee, the distant moon, tends to further-bol
trols. Plants sown in the advantageous phase sung in plants sown on these days, which is good fq
passed those plants sown in the new seed crops. Potatoes like to be plante]
moon, even when the latter were at apogee. Plants planted in peri;
put into the ground 2 weeks & X gee tend to be more subject to
earlier Vegetables sown pests and mildewn general,
around the full moon were it is a good practice not
juicier, whereas those XX to do major planting or
sown at the new moor sowings on eithefAg or
periods were found to Pg. The same can be
be drier and “woodiet said of the lunar nodes,
Some plants are exce B when the moon cross
tions to the rule; pota es the ecliptic; that it is
toes and legumes ca best not to do any
be planted during the major gardening work
new moon phase. on these days. Maria
The lunar phases are Thun has found verifica
not the only consideration tion for most of these old
for planting by the mooThe customs in her research.
zodiac sign in which the moon TP m. As for the planetary influ
finds itself (the sidereal moon) N ences, there is evidence that
is also important.... Bking a , __insects are &kcted in their
hint from G. Wachsmuth aboutZ°%1aca Elemem_P.Iam Structure Correlation p, o by certain conjunctions
the formative forces and their relation tF/'€ (F'Ul) ————"" 34 planetary positions in the zodiac
the zodiac, Mari@hun set out to sow equa " (FIOWeN) ovveeeree..
amounts of radish seed daily into liggle \ater (Leal Annas In conclusion, it may be said that
. . . . Earth (Root) ——— . . .
experimental plots, while noting the sigi: planting at the right phase and sign ca
in which the moon was to be founéifter about be one of the many factors that lead to successt
four years, the typology became cleRadishes gardeningThe good soil must be there, for it is the
sown in the “earth” signs showed good root develsoil with its teeming life that is mainly receptive to
opment, those sown in the “water” signs showethese influences. If all the other factors are handle
abundant leaf development, those sowrtam”  well, the crop rotation, companion planting, gooc
and “fire” signs tended to bolt and seed well....  soil husbandry composting, and good watering,

v

One aids root crops when they are sown ithen the planting by the signs will be an extra plus

Taurus, Virgo and Capricorn; flowers are bestBy itself, astronomical gardening does not guarar
planted in the air signs of Gemini, Libra, andtee a great garden; by the same token, if a go
Aquarius; leaf crops are aided by the water signs @ilanting day has to be missed because of weath
Pisces, Scorpio, and Cancer; and fruits do best or of other commitments, it will not be, in itself,
the fire signs oAries, Sagittarius, and Leo. catastrophic. ]

There has been little research on this..|.
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SPIRITUAL SCIENCE AND ART

The Ring of the Niebelung

THE RHINE MAIDENS

suonealgnd Janog

and THE RING oF THE GobDs

EPETITION is the keynote of the peace is growing stronger as time pas3é&se
vital body and the extract of the vital sermons have had but a very sligli¢ef insofar as
body is the intellectual soul, which is the world at lage is concerned, no matter how
the pabulum of the Life Spirit, the powerfully a particular audience might be moved
true Christ principle in marAs it is  for the time being; for the desire body is that pa

—t

the particular work of théVesternWorld to evolve of the composite man which was impressed at the

this Christ principle, to form the Christ within that time and was stirred thereby
it may shine through the material darkness of the The desire body is a later acquisition than the
present time, reiteration of ideas is absolutelyital body hence not so crystallized, and, there

essential. Unconsciously the whole world is abeyfore, more impressionable. Because it is of a fingr

ing this law texture than the vital bodit is less retentive, and

When newspapers start out to inculcate certaithe emotions so easily generated are also eas|
ideas into the public mind, they do not expect talissipatedA very small impact is made upon the
accomplish this by a single editorial, no mattewital body when ideas and ideals filter into it
how powerfully written, but by articles of daily through the auric envelope, but whatever it get
recurrence they gradually create the desired-senfrom study sermons, lectures, or reading is of 4

r=—4

ment in the public mindThe Bible has been more lasting nature, and many impacts in the same

preaching the principle of love for two thousanddirection create impressions which are powerfu
years, Sunday after Sundalay by dayfrom hur  for good or for ill, according to their nature.
dreds of thousands of pulpi/ar has not yet been In order that we may benefit by this law of
abolished, but the sentiment in favor of universatumulative impacts, we take up for study anothe
of the great soul myths which throws light upon

=

This is the first of four articles which wigprint Max Heindet  the mystery of life and being from a fdifent
esoteric analysis of the gat epic poem of northern Epe,

The Ring of the Niebelundhis mythic story was adapted by angle, so that we may lear_n whence we ha_lve conle,
Richad Wagner for his monumental opera cycle of the sam&Vhy we are here, and whither we are going moie

name. TheRayswill also featue some ofrthur Rackhans  thoroughly than before.

sixty-four water colors illustrating the four operaghough As previously said, all myths are vehicles o
not informed by high esoteric wisdom, the pietuae sensi '

tive to the elemental world of natuspirits. Rackham haute- spiritual truths veiled under allegorsymbol, and

viously illustrated Grimns’ Fairy Talesand Shakespeas  picture, and, therefore, capable of comprehension

MidsummetNight's Dream the latter considexd by many without reasonAs fairy stories are a means of
to be his masterpiece. C.S. Lewistgr “His pictures [of the

Ring cycle], which seemed to me then [as a youth] to be the . . .
very music made visible, plunged me a few fathoms deepds€d to convey spiritual truth to infant humanity

into my delight.” Other art will also illustrate Heindsltext. The Group Spirit works upon animals through
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their desire bodies, calling up pictures which give: ==
to the animal a feeling and a suggestion of what “""‘“
must do. Likewise, the allegorical pictures, whick
are contained in myths, laid the foundation in mat
for his present and future development. Subcor
sciously these myths worked upon him and brougt
him to the stage where he is tod&yithout that
preparation he would have been unable to aecor
plish that work which he is now doing. H_“’*‘*m,h_
Today these myths are yet working to prepar - = e
us for the future, but some are more under the :
spellthan othersThe path of empire and civiliza
tion hasfollowed the Surs course from east to
west, and in the etheric atmosphere of the Pacif /S
coast these mythical pictures have almost fad
away and man is contacting spiritual realitiesHe
more directly N
Further east, particularly in Europe, we find still
the atmosphere of mysticism brooding over thg
land. There, people love the ancient myths whic
speak to them in a manner incomprehensible to t
westernerThe soul life of the people among the
flords and fjelds of Norwagyon the heaths and
moors of Scotland, in the deep recesses of t

Black For-eSt of Germanynd a_lmong thélpine Alberih one of the Nibelungs, a race odwarfs who d\t;vel
Glaciers, is as deep and m_yStlcal today as a'_thobeneath’the earth, falls in love (Nith the alluring Rhine-maid
sand years agolhey are in closer touch with ens, who tease him heartlessigoic powerrepresented by
Nature Spirits and other fabled realities by feelincthe golden ring of individual spirit fashioneain the undif
than we who have gone ahead upon the path ferentiated gold of universal Spirit, is inevitably linked with
L . . _possessive love that seeks personal and physical gratificatio
aspiration by direct knowledge. If we recall this
feeling and combine it with our knowledge, weof childlike innocenceThe opening scene in this
shall have attained an enormous advantage. drama ofWagner represents life under the water,
Let us, therefore, try to assimilate one of theof the Rhine where the Rhine maidens swim abot
deepest mystical stories of the pdste Ring of the with rhythmic motion and a song upon their lips
Niebelung the great epic poem of northernimitating the undulating swell of the dancing
Europe. It relates the story of man, from the timavaves.The waters are lighted by a great lump o
when he dwelt inAtlantis, until this world shall lustrous gold and around this the Rhine daughters
have come to an end by a great conflagration araircle as planets move about the central Sun; for
the Kingdom of the Heavens shall have been estatve have here the microcosmic replica of the macr
lished, as foretold in the Bible. cosmwhere the heavenly bodies move around the
The Bible tells us of the Garden of Eden wher&entral Light-giver in a majestic circle dance.
our first parents dwelt in close touch with God, The Rhine maidens represent primitive humanity
pure and innocent as children. It tells us how thaduring the time when we dwelt at the bottom of th
state of being was abrogated and how sgremy ocean in the dense, foggy atmospherattdntis.
and death came into the world. In ancient mythsThe gold, which lighted the scene as the Sun illu
like The Ring of the Niebelung, we are also intro minates the solar universe, is a representation [of
duced to mankind living under similar conditionsthe Universal Spirit which then brooded ove
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mankind.We did not then see everything in clear#s,
sharp contours as we view objects around us todg \
but our internal perception of the soul qualities i \‘ '
others was much keener than it is now

The individual Spirit feels itself an Ego and des\44| ¥
ignates itself “I” in sharp contradistinction to all \§
others, but this separative principle had not enter¢
into the child men of earhAtlantis. We had no
feeling of “me” and “thee”; we felt ourselves a 8
one great familyas children of the divine Father g
Neither were we troubled about what we shoulf 4 J
eat or drink any more than children now-a-days aj
burdened with the material necessities of lliee
was to us one grand play and frolic.

But this state could not continue, or there woul
have been no evolutioAs the child grows up to §
become a man or woman to take its part in the b
tle of life, so also primitive mankind was destinedgs
to leave its natal home in the lowlands and asce
through the waters éftlantis, when they condensed
and flooded the basins of the Earth. Evolving
humanity then entered the aerial conditions i
which we live today as told of the ancient Israelite
who went through the Red Sea to enter t
Promised Land, and of Noah, who left his nativ
place when the flood waters descended.

The northern myth tells us the story in anotheShOW” hex descending with his capad gold Alberich, as

T pioneer of a humanity that seeks experience in the physic
way, but though the angle of vision is feifent the world, actually ascends into the clear atmosghefiAryana
main points of the narrative bring out the same
essential ideas. not possess the treasubecordingly he swam up

In the Garden of Eden our first parents did noto the great rock where the gold |&gized it and
think for themselveslhey obeyed unquestioningly swam rapidly towards the surface, pursued by tH
whatever commands were given them by theiRhine daughters who were in great distress at t
divine leaders, much as a child in early years dodgss of this treasure.
as its parents wish because it has no sense of selfWhenAlberich, the thief, had reached the -sur
It lacks individuality This, according to the Bible face of the wateihe heard a voice telling him that
story, was gained when Lucifer imbued them withno one could form the gold into a ring as require
the idea that they might become like the gods ant master the world, save by forswearing IoMas
know good and evil. he did instantly and forthwith commenced to rof

In the Teutonic myth we are told thaiberich, the Earth of its treasure and gratify his desire fc
one of these children of the Mid\liebelis mist, wealth and power
ungis child—they were thus called because they As said before, the gold, as it lay in its unforme
lived in the foggy atmosphere Aflantis), coveted state upon the rock of the Rhine, represents tt
the gold which shone with such luster in the RhineUniversal Spirit which is not the exclusive proper
He had heard that whoever obtained the gold artgl of anyone, andlberich represents the foremost
formed it into a ring would thereby be enabled tamong mankind who were impelled by the desir
conquer the world and master all others who ditb conquer new world3hey first became ensouled
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by the indwelling Spirit and emigrated to the high[®
lands above. But when once in the clear atmo;
phere ofAryana, the world as we know it, they saw.
themselves clearly and distinctly as separate en
ties. Each realized that his interests weréegiht £ 7
from those of others; that to succeed and to win t
world for himself, he must stand alone, he mus
look after his own interests regardless of other
Thus the Spirit drew a ring about itself and al
inside that ring was “me” and “mine,” a coneep|
tion which made him antagonistic to others. Hencs
in order to form this ring and keep a separate ce
ter, it was necessary for him to forswear lovbus,
and thus onlycould he disregard the interests o
others that he might thrive and master the world.

Alberich is not alone in his desire to draw a ring
around himself for the purpose of gaining pawel
however “As above so beloyy and vice versa,
says the Hermetic axiofihe gods are also evelv
ing. They also have aspirations for power—a desir
to draw a ring around themselves—for there is wz
in heaven as well as upon Earth. fBiént cults
seek to master the souls of men and their limite
tions are also symbolized by rings.

A18100S YoJeasay [ea1ydosoliud ayLe

THE RING OF THE GODS
By appropriating a part of the Rhinegold, repre

from The Secret Teaching of All Ages

senting the Universal Spirit, and forming it into a Odin/Wotan/Woden

rng Symbo!ma_' of the fact that it (the Sp!”t) ha_SFounder of the Mysteries of Scandinavia, Odéutdnic Véden)

neither beginning nor end, the Ego came into-exitis both theNorse God of war and its Meiry. He is the ruler
tence as a separate enthyithin the confines of of the undeworld. The two ravensepresenting thought and

; P o e ifin memory fly around the world daily to bring him news. The
this auric ring it is supreme ruleself-suficient, two wolves, the past and the figurelate to his function as

and resents encroachment upon its domEmiS,  the guide of the dead (Psychopomp). He sacrificed one of His
it placed itself beyond the pale of fellowship. Likeeyes to drink im the fountain of wisdom at theots of the
the prodigal son, it wandered far from the FatheWorld tree Yggdrasil. He hung upside dowarir that Tee
But bef it lized that it feedi for nine days, after which he was given the gift of the rungs
ut even betore | rea.'zle atl Wa§ ee '”9 uF_)Oand experienced physicatgeneration in a variation of the
the husks of mattereligion stepped in to guide it crucifixion myth. Wden is linked trough his name @il for
back to its eternal home; to free it from the illusiorBuddha with the ancient soae ofAryan cultue in Northern
and delusion incidental to material existence; t<:O”hd;gi'cgl‘svgwde;:,?ﬂr]at'ﬂgos‘giE{ﬁ%%%ﬁﬁggﬁ;‘&ﬁg”%
redeem it from the death incurred in this phase c. '
the dense embodiment; and to show it the way toeauty who fed the other gods on the golden
truth and life eternal. apples which preserved their youth. Friday is har
In theTeutonic myth, the warders of religion areday Thor, the Jupiter of the Norsemen, is said t@
represented as gods. Chief among thelVosan, drive his car over heavens and the noise then heard
who is identical with the Latin Mercuryand is the thundethe lightning the sparks that fly frdms
Wotansday or Wednesdayis still named in his hammer when he strikes at his enemies. Logeis

honor Freja, the/enus of Norwaywas goddess of name of the god of Saturddlyordayin Scandinavian
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a derivation fromlue, the Scandinaviamame for
flame.) He is really not one of the gods, but relal;]

alone the physical flame, but is also a symbol
illusion, and he, himself, is the spirit of deceitRs '
sometimes currying favor with the gods andg
betraying the giants, at other times deceiving tHEas
gods and helping the giants to further his ow™ ey
schemes. Like Lucifethe fiery Mars Spirit, he is
also a spirit of negation, but delights in obstructini =~
life like the cold Saturn. L3
There is in northern mythology a reference t
the still earlier cult wherein the deities of the wate
were worshiped, but the gods we mention supe
seded them and are said to ride to the judgme
seat every day over a rainbow bridge, Bifrosi
Thus, we see this religion dates from the dawn ¢ —
the present epoch, when mankind had gedr ===
from the waters ofAtlantis into the clear atmes |
phere ofAryana—in which we are now living— &1

suonedljqngd 18n0Q
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of the bow remained in the ,C'OUO_'S’ the altematm‘Freya, as the Norseevus, is the custodian of an eternal
cycles of summer and wintenight and day youth made possible by selfless love, symbolized by appl
should not cease, and the northern myth also
shows us the gods gathered at the rainbow bridgented as desirous of building a walled fortress §
in the beginning of this era. It and the gods remaithat they may entrench themselves behind th
until the moment when this phase of our evolutionvall and focalize their powers against the othg
is ended, an event which will be shown to be iderfaith. The Spirit cannot be limited without enmesh

tical with the description given in the Christianing itself in materiality; therefore, the gods, on thé¢

Apocalypse, which the Scandinavian myth willadvice of Loge, the spirit of deceit and delusion
materially help to explain. make a bayain with the giants, Fafnesind Fasolt,
Truth is universal, and unlimited. It knows no(representing selfishness) to build the wall of-lim
boundaries, but when the Ego enveloped itself in gation. When that wall surrounds the gods they
ring of separate vehicles which segregated it frorhave lost the universal light and knowledge; therg
others, this limitation made it incapable of underfore, the myth tells us that part of their payment t
standing absolute truthTherefore a religion the builders oValhal was to be the Sun and Moon
embodying the fullness of pure truth would have Furthermore, when religion has thus limiteg
been incomprehensible to mankind and unsuited itself behind the wall of creed, the spirit of decay
help them. Hence, as a child who goes to schoti introduced; it waxes old as a garment, an
and learns a few elementary lessons the first yettrerefore, it is also said thafotan (wisdom or rea
to prepare it for more complicated problems laterson) agreed to give the giants Freya, the goddess
so humanity were given religions of the most primbeauty who fed the gods on her golden apples t
itive nature to educate them to something highgsreserve their youthThus, by listening to advice

by easy stages. from Loge, the spirit of deceit, the gods have sa¢

Thus the warders of religion, the gods, are repreaificed their light, their knowledge, and their hope
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of eternal youth and usefulness. Still, as alreac
said, this was in a manner necesséoy mankind \
could not have grasped truth in its fullness ther N
we cannot understand it even now

The spiritual power of religion is symbolized by _
the magic wand ofAaron in the Bible, by the ‘L R
magic spear of Parsifal in the Grail myth, and ;‘,
the spear ofWotan in the story of the Niebelung.
To bind the bayain with the giants, magic charac
ters were cut in the handle of the spe&drich was
thus weakened, and in that manner it is shown th
religion loses in spiritual power what it gains in
material ways when it makes a gain with the
world rulers and panders to the baser appetite
According to the teaching of the Norsemen, thos
only who died in battle were entitled to be taken t\.
Valhal. Wotan desires none but the strong and th. = =
mighty warriors.Those who died of illness or in ’
peace upon their beds were condemned to t
realm of hell, the underworld. In this also there i¢
a great lesson, for none but the noble and the fe:
less who spend their days fighting the battle of life=s
to the very last lrathare worthy of advancement. g Sy == b7, .
The shirkers who love ease and peace, rather th\/\btan the spirit ofeason compmmises hls betterjudgment
the work of the world, are not entitled to promo by contracting with the giants Fafner and Fasoépesent
tion in the school of life. It does not matter Wheremg selfishness, to build the wall of limitation, which is the

edifice of eligious dogma, to cordt the minds of nascent

we work or what the line of our experience Ma&humanity Freya, the spirit of love, is sacrificed as payment
be, so long as we faithfully battle with the prob
lems of life as they appear before us. Neither wilsphere of usefulness.
it suffice if we do this for a year or two and then From what has been said, it is evident that the
lapse into inactivity; we must keep on working andccreedbound condition of the various churches
striving until the day of life is done. the insistence on dogma and ritual—are not unmif

Thus the old Norse religion teaches the samigated evils, as it may have appeared to mhaoy
lesson as Paul taught when he counseled “patieint reality the necessary outcome of the limitationp
persistence in well doing.” Even if we realize thaincidental to the material existence through which
we have not all truth, that we are placed under limthe human Spirit is now passing, and thus eagh
itations by separateness, the egoism symbolized Iojass is being properly taken care of. It receives as
the Ring of the Niebelung, and by creed and-cormuch truth as it can comprehend, and as is gogd
vention symbolized by the Ring of the Gods, stilfor its present developmerithere is no need of
if we fill our appointed niche to the best of ourworrying about anyone. No one can or will be lost,
ability throughout our whole life we shall be €er for, as in God we live, and move, and have ol
tain of advancement in a future ayyée shall see being, so, if one were lost, a part of the Diving
more clearly through the veil of egoism when weAuthor of our system would be missing, ar
willingly live the life where we have been placed,unthinkable proposition.
for the Recording\ngels make no mistakeShey But while a great majority of mankind are thus
have put us in that place where we have been givéeing taken care of by the orthodox religions, there
the lessons needed to prepare us for a greate always a few pioneers—-some whose faculty
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Without the spirit of love (Faya) in their midst, the gods
immediately begin to age. Nor can they hope to long hold
mankind in the meshes of a rigieligion of loveless eeds.

= -~ { L

oge, being a spirit of f& (and deception), iefated to the
giants or natue forces.As a spirit of negation and illusion,

IR ; he is like LuciferBut he also, like cold Saturn, delights in
of intuition tells them of greater heights urlscalecobstructing life.Above, the Rhinemaidens imm@ologe to

who see Fhe sunlight of tr_Uth beyond the wall 0p5ye witan ecover the gold andturn it to their safekeeping
creed.Their souls are starving on the husks of-dog

mas, and they long ardently for the apples of youttvith an iron rod. Religion, on its side, forswore
and love sold by the gods to the giants. Even tHeve by the sale of Freya. It also stooped to decsd

t

gods are growing old rapidlfor no religion which to force the rulers of the world to pay tribute, and
is devoid of love can ever hope to hold mankindvhen the Ring of the Niebelung passed into th
for any length of timeTherefore, the gods were hands of the giants the evil fate followed it, for on

forced to seek again the advice of Loge, the spirtlirother slays the other that he may be the sole pgs

of deceit, hoping through his wiles to extricatesessor of the wealth of the world.

themselves from the dilemma. Loge tells them The gods havendeed regained Freya, but she i
how Alberich, the Niebelung, has succeeded imo longer the purgoddess of love. She has bee
hoarding up an immense treasure by enslaving hpostituted; hence, she is but the semblance of K
brothers.With the consent of the gods, he use$ormer selfand failsto satisfy those whose intu

er

deceitful means to captufdberich and forces him ition sees deeper than the surface; such are called

to disgoge all his treasures. He then plays upoWalsungs in the Scandinavian mytine first sy}
the avaricious nature of the giants and finally-sudable is the derivation of the German word
ceeds in ransoming Freya. walhlen to choose, or the Scandinaviaaelge
Thus the curse of the Ring (egoism and selfishThe last syllable means childréfhey are children
ness) has tainted even the gods. For the sake of thfedesire for free will and choice, who want to
Ring (power),Alberich, the Niebelung, forswore choose their own path and who seek to follow the
love. He oppressed his brothers and ruled thewwn divine instinct. (Continued) O
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RELIGION AND THE PUBLIC REALM

e

That They May Have
Life

UMAN LIFE is not an achieve
ment. It is an endowment. It has
measureless value, because eve
individual, at every stage of devel
opment and every state of con
sciousness, is known and loved by Gbiuis is the
source of human dignity and the basis for huma
equality It must therefore be asserted withou
exception or qualification: No one is worthless
whom God has created and for whom Christ diec
Uncompromising respect for human life is fun =
damental and the foundational principle for huma
community that enables individuals to live togethe’
in security and harmonihis principle calls upon
every individual and society to rightly define th
human communityWill all be counted as neigh
bors, or will some be regarded and treated ¢ The Madonna of the Tear
strangers and cast beyond protection? In a demcMary contemplates the @rdestiny of her Son and the acts
. against life and the living that call forth his loving sacrifice.
racy, men and women of every walk and station o,
life have a role and responsibility in answeringhas come an inhospitable, even dangerous, place
these great and significant questions. for those too weak to competefeadtively in this
American societyin its response to these questionsgontest of rights—the young, the elderlhe
is steadily becoming a society of strangers, obsesseyling, the handicapped.
with personal rights and severing the ties of duty American society has adopted a distorted defir
compassion, and love to the weak and unwantedition of freedom. Freedom focused only on the se
American culture has come to favor those whand its rights. Freedom from the bonds of commd
can stridently assert their autonomy and choice inity. Freedom from duties of parents to children.
a struggle for political poweAs a resultAmerica Freedom from the obligations of generatiogén
eration. Freedom from the responsibility to sacrific
e o o hadicent Crsson " oihers. Freedom even ffom a sense of empatly
on the Sanctity ofyLife.'It is an eloquent and somber elabo The UIt'_mate and !n_ewtable_outcome of this nev
ration on Max Heindet wods that “whoever kills anything, freedom is the individua’ private, autonomous
g)e(teitn tet\ﬁ/\r/ a?gnlittheogpi rS%irginTgr:iys Zsi%réi;iczrgicij at:ln ttf:)atpower to choose life or death, for self or even far
the aspirant t(? the r?ighper Iife, andpfbémrepthe Chriit .Others'-!-hls Is the concept of freedom behln.d th .
ipcreasing acceptance of euthanasia and infanti

exhorted His disciples to be wise as serpents but harmless as>' : ) ) _
doves.”—Ancient and Modern Initiatigrpage 103 cide inAmerican societyThis new freedom finds
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its broadest, most blatant expression in abortion.ment or carry out the responsibilities of govern
Of every three lives conceivedAmerica today ment. The church does, howeydnave a public
only two are allowed to survive until birthivhat teaching responsibilityespecially for the sake of
was once defended as a rare and tragic necessitymembersThe church must do all it can to speak
has become an accepted solution to unwantete clear word of truth with a clear voice.
pregnancy a popular political stand, and a prof The church must take care to avoid politicizatiof
itable industryAmerican law against abortion haswhen it speaks in the public arena. Separatism apd
not been liberalized or reformed but abolishedindifference are also of great concern, whep
with abortions now legal through the ninth monthLutheran churches, not wishing to confuse the role
of pregnancyuntil birth, under any circumstances.of the church and the role of government, fail t¢
Given this most permissive law of any democratispeak out forcefully regarding critical moral
nation, abortion is the most commongigal pre  issuesThe failure of many Lutherans in Germany
cedure inAmerica, following circumcision. to resist not only the Holocaust, but also the euge
Abortion has not only led to the shocking loss ofcs movement of the 1920s and 1930s, is today rec
1.3 million lives each yeait has also resulted in a ognized and acutely regretted. Many Lutheran
coarsened societylesensitized to death and-dis and other Christians said nothing when this raove
loyal to life.America has crossed over the line of anent developed the concept @&bensunwerten
civilized society approving routine violence lebens “life unworthy of life.” As a result, the
against the weak and teaching its children througimentally and physically handicapped were legally
actions and attitudes that this is a proper way tkilled in the name of compassion. It was a stain gn
treat the inconvenient. It can only be guessed artde churchs soul.
feared how the next generation will eventually The church must speak directly and forcefully in
treat its aged parents, its handicapped, and its sidkose clear and limited circumstances when fund
God’s law and human conscience catherica mental moral principles are at staké&e most fun
and the world to a dérent and higher behavior damental of those principles is the protection @
They call uponAmerican culture to respect andinnocent life, from either centralized tyranny of
protect, not just the self and its rights, but life angbrivately authorized killing.
its promise.They call men and women to show Itis true that the Bible does not specifically eon
concern and &ér care to their weak and $effing  demn abortion, as it does not specifically condemn
neighbors. infanticide or slaveryBut silence is not neutrality
Men and women in every walk and station of lifeNew Testament ethical teaching is not intended t
have a role in addressing this great concern. Rolé® exhaustive. It defines principles which can b
will dif fer as vocations der with responsibilities applied to any human problem while not directly
in three diferent circles of society: the teachingapplying those principles to every human problenj.
responsibility of the church, the civic responstbili  The leaders of the early church reacted to morgl
ty of Christian laity in the world, and the respensi challenges as they aros&hen the challenge of
bility of all of society abortion surfaced in the early centuries of th
The purpose of the church is to proclaim thechurch, the response was unequivodle early
good news of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the worldChristian document, th®idache states: “Yu
The church does this by faithfully teaching God’ shall not kill an unborn child by abortion or mur
Word and administering Christsacramentsthe der a newborn infant.”
Scriptures reveal Gosl'perfect will and expose Moral principles relating to life are clearly
mankinds sinful rebellion against God, preparingdefined in the Holy Scriptureall public killing is
the way for the message of doreness, life, and rejected except war and capital punishment, the
salvation, through which God creates faith and &wo exceptions which are to be applied correctly
desire to do what is right in His sight. and justly by civil authorityAll private killing
The church does not exist to establish goverrexcept in self-defense is also rejected. Children aye
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to be actively welcomed and lovethe aged are human being is dependent upon others, while at
to be respected, the sick treated with compassioather points independent. But at every point he and
and the stranger looked upon with concditmese she are valuabl&here is no identifiable moment
were moral principles in direct contrast with theon the continuum of life where “meaningful” or
ancient world, where the value of life was ofterf'worthy” life begins.Any attempt to locate such a
determined by status or strengithey remain in moment, whether at viabilitybirth, or any other
direct contrast, and challenge the practice of coriime, is fundamentally arbitrary and rooted only i
temporary culture. convenience and not in principle.

Christian ethics, based upon Holy Scripture, The church must therefore speak on behalf of
puts human life in a diérent category than other the innocent and voiceless child, before and aftgr
human goods. Life, even osebwn life, is not birth. The fact that some children may not be phys
owned. Nor can it be rightly given away to otherscally perfect or wanted by their parents does ngt

There is no identifiable moment on the continuum of
life where “meaningful” or “worthy” life begins. Any attempt
to locate such a moment, whether at viability , birth, or any
other time, is fundamentally arbitrary
and rooted only in convenience and not in principle.

in slavery even with ones agreement. It must not make them worthlessThese children hold the
be destroyed in suicide, even when desidad. same claim to human dignity and value as evely
innocent life cannot rightly be taken from anothewother human being.
individual, even should a society call it legal, The church must therefore also speak for and [o
enlightened, or humane. Life is not a “thing” to bewomen experiencing crisis pregnancies, to help
given or taken. It is a divine gift, to be valuedthem through the dark valley of their fikllties.
wherever it is found and mourned whenever it ighe churchs answer to crisis pregnancies will nof
lost. be harsh moralism, but care and mercy out o¢f
Christian teaching regarding abortion has variedespect for life and out of love for the person
over time according to the limits of human knewl moved by the Gospel’he church must also deny
edge.Thinkers have tried to place the beginning othat there is an ultimate conflict or need for choic
individual moral significance at various stages obetween the lives of children and the value, dign
fetal development, such as quickening (when &, and rights of womenVomen and children alike
child is felt to move) or ensoulment. But in dueare deserving of compassion and support.
time all such theories have been discredited as bio The church must also speak to men, whose role
logically unsound and morally arbitrary is often overlooked or ignored in times of crisig
The church, therefore, will side with Martin pregnancies, who bear an equal burden of respgn
Luther, who described human nature as so wickedibility. Even as men participate in creating a life],
that women even “kill and expel tender fetuseshey are also responsible for fathering the child and
although procreation is the work of God.” Fromcaring for the mother after its birth, financially and
the moment of conception the fetus is alive anémotionally
biologically human, son or daughtelistinct from The church must also speak for the poeject
mother with an unmatchable genetic code.ing that most pernicious gument that abortion is
Beginning at conception, the development ohecessary in order that society may avoid the ec
human life is a continuum which unfolds until nat nomic costs and consequences of indigent childre
ural deathAt some points in this continuum every Working to alleviate povertythe church must

11°}
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reject the idea that poverty can be solved by-eli
inating the poarChristians are called to particular
care for the pogrand not to particular cruelty
The church must also speak for the elderly a
sick who are near the end of earthly life. Many wh
are considered burdens and obstacles to the s¢
fulfillment of others and made to feel unwanted
unloved, and rejected appear ready to become th
own executioners, as if it is their duty to die. Bu
there is no right or duty to take any human lifg
including ones own. It will be the churck’duty to
express in word and deed its patience, tenderne
and love for those nearing deaffhey will be
comforted, supported, andfefed the hope of the
Christian Gospel, not resented and driven t
despair 2,
The church must speak for all who are consicies
ered mentally and physically handicappéftle ;
understandthat human dignity and worth are notgs
measured by mobilityintelligence, or achieve f -
ment in life. When genetic testing and abortion ard@&s é:
used to dispense with “defective” children, this i
nOt CompaSS|On bUI blgOtry Completed in Vi0|enC Created by Ariel Agemian xcluively for th Confraterity of the Precious Blood
E"erY child des,troyed in the womb for a mental OToday many forms of human caring (for the sick, elderly an
physical handicap sends the sorry message dying) have been pfessionalized, institutionalized and
every handicapped individual in our society thadepersonalized, ofteresulting in the uncharitable assump
they are worthless and even burdensofhey are tion that those in need, needs whicheviermerly the fami
. ly’s responsibility have been “taken carof.”Charity as a
ne'th_er Any proposal that_ persons gering _from corporate business makes it no less an individualsiness.
handicaps should be relieved by hastening deau:
must be categorically opposed. is secured when first minds and then laws aj
In all these ways the churcHiahs the truth that changed. Christians must, therefore, learn te pr
no one is worthless whom God has created and feent the case for protecting human life in way
whom Christ died. which are publicly dective, appealing to medical
The church proclaims to a sinful world the-for science, clear reason, and common deceng
giveness of sins and the eternal salvation won biheological and biblical assertions, however-cof
Christ our Lord. Faithful Christians are called torect, will not sufice in the public square.

oy
W
W

live out their lives in conformity with thé/ord of  Christians must be encouraged to prepare them
God and to take the truths of the church into theelves to give strong public testimony to theif

world. Where the sanctity of life is concerned, theybeliefs, drawing from the entire scope of pro-lifg

have the primary responsibility and serious gear argumentation.

to work and act—as citizens, professionals,;- par When persuading their neighbonew Christians

ents, and friends—to restore the present cukureadvocate is nearly as importantdsatis advocated.

respect for life. Debate on issues of life and death is often divisivg
Because the shape of laws and culture in a freequiring civility not only because of its importance

society is ultimately determined by consensus ani democracybut also because it is the proper way

not imposed by fiat, the work of Christian laityto treat others. Kind words and true compassign

necessarily begins with persuasion. Social reforman cross barriers of anger and suspidigords of
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healing and love, not bitterness, are particularly Itis unacceptable and indefensible for Christian
important for women who have had or are considto say that they personally oppose abortion but do
ering abortionsThe desired goal is not to soundnot support the legal protection of the unborn.
the bull horn of a partisan agenda but to awake@Gommitment to life is not a matter of persona
the still, small voice of conscience. piety; it is a conclusion about social justice. Laws$

A special opportunity exists here for Christianagainst abortion and other evils do not “impose
health professionals and institutions. Each has thmorality. They protect the weak from violence, one
responsibility to be an example to the world of

principled respect for life by bringing healing, or Respect for life is not just an

when healing is not possible, by bringing comfort ; . - )
counseling, and relief of pain. Some treatment Intellectual belief. It is Pl

which merely extend the process of dying may b @l commitment which recog -
rejected, but never with the aim to kill, consistently  nizes that other people will
upholding the principle that it is morally wrong to not be convinced of moral

directly end a life, even at a patientequest. . di th
Secondly Christians will tirelessly promote Seriousness regaraing these

compassionate pro-life alternatives. Respect fc ISsues until that seriousness

life is not just an intellectual belief. It is personal is evidenced in actions.
commitment which recognizes that other peopl

will not be convinced of moral seriousness regardof governmens defining rolesWhen a life is
ing these issues until that seriousness is evidencadjustly taken, this is not an expression of freedoimn
in actions.The protection of the innocent, aged,or choice. It is the abuse of freedom and choiceg,
and handicapped is, therefore, both a social goahd the permanent denial of freedom and choice to
and an individual responsibility the individual who no longer lives.

This means providing to women in crisis preg It is likewise not sufcient or coherent for
nancies medical, financial, and spiritual supportChristian politicians to say that they are personally
This means adopting unwanted children, includingpposed to abortion and yet refuse to work and
those who are oldehandicapped, and otherwisevote against it, claiming to reflect the public will.
hard to placeThis means visiting the eldeylgnd Conscience cannot be divorced from conduc.
ensuring that they know they are valued and ndRadically privatized belief is no belief at allhen
resentedThis means comforting men and womena public oficial is faced with a public injustice
who are facing the hard and lonely death&l&fS,  which involves a primary purpose of government,
canceyor other diseases and comforting them witlihe must work and vote to reform that injusticel,
love and a loving touciThese acts of compassioneven at political cost. He can be prudent but nt
and faith provide a compelling alternative to a culpassiveThere is no refuge from action in the claim
ture of eficient, convenient death. that our democracy or courts have spokKéne

Finally, Christians must seek the legal protectiorChristian public dicial must attempt to persuade
of life. Such laws are not determined by thecitizens and judges to reverse or revise any law pr
church. Such laws are properly determined byerdict which undermines or removes the proteg
Christian politicians, voters, and activists workingtion of innocent life.
with other concerned citizens. Secular authority Each of these three priorities for Christians in
has a God-given responsibiliiy the words of the society—persuasion, pro-life alternatives, and
Augsbug Confession, to “protect body and gooddegal activism—will be necessary to transform
from the power of othersThe state must protect current conditions and redevelop a social consen
human life and libertyChristians have the dyty sus to protect the weakll are undermined when
particularly heavy in a democradg hold the state any one is ignored. Christian laymen are called fo
to account. these dbrts as long as they are necessamoid
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ing both weariness and wishful thinking, motivateca generous democrady/e pray that our country

to serve the neighbor out of love for God. men will act in a manner worthy of our country
The Gospel speaks to every nation and to all and its history

history But most Lutherans in the Missouri Synod Our opposition to abortion, infanticide, euthana

are tied tcAmerica and its distinctive histarWe  sia, and other such evils comes down to these osi m

believe it represents something unique and-valu  ple principles:We reafirm the value of every
able, providing an example to other
nations around the worldAnd we
call upon our national community .
to fulfill its best traditions and
highest ideals.

American history is the
story of an expanding circle
of protection and inclusion
to African Americans, to
women, to generations o
immigrants, to the handi
capped. Each stage of more
and legal progress has been
victory for Americas found
ing commitment to equal justice
under law Group after group— but a person to be loved andc g
sometimes after generations of -dis neighbor to be cared for and served.
crimination—has claimed and redeemed The selective destruction of innocent
Americas initial promises of life and liberty life is always the triumph of the powerful over the

God through the life and death of
Jesus Christ our Lord, and e
condemn the use of violenge
to solve social problemyVve ;
cordemn violence, eveh
and especially when it ig
convenient for a majority:
We condemn violencé,
even for reasons which
may sound admirable arid
progressive. We con g
demn violence because::
we recognize that no indivig
ual is a problem to be “solved’

ff

7

demanding that our nation act in a manner worthgowerless, the triumph of despair over hope% In

of itself. every case, it is the triumph of will over love.
Only twice inAmerican history have our laws society that is ruled by the will of the strong

and courts dicially excluded an entire class of becomes a hazardous place for the w&hls mis

individuals from the basic protections of ourdefined freedom—the freedom of the autonomou

democracyThe first instance was tHered Scott will—has made our society less than just, less than

decision, which declarefifrican Americans to be decent, less than human.
less than human, leadiAgnerica into generations  In a community informed by the Christian faith,
of conflict, bigotry hostility, and violenceThe no one is a strangemeither the “unwanted” child,
second instance was thlRoe v Wade decision, nor the “useless” aged, nor the “worthless” hand
which efectively declared children until the capped, nor the “hopeless” sick. Rather than beir
moment of birth legally worthless and subhumanburdens, such human lives are gifts of God, oppo|
Both decisions have been unworthy Axherica tunities to demonstrate what is at the heart of
and its aspirations. caring society

Our debate regarding abortion and other life A community must be more than a wintake-
issues is a debate on the very nature and the futuakt clash of individual interests. Its boundaries

of our American societyls the gate of mercy shut must define our responsibilities to one angthef

and locked? Is our hospitality to the stranger angdarticularly to the pogrhumble, and helplesé

the outcast exhausted? Or will we againfreaf community must hear not only the shouts of &

and extend thAmerican idealAnd will we again  majority but the cry of a single child. Our commu
expand our care and protection to the weBlk@ nity has grown deaf to those cri®e must learn
protection of the unborn is the next noble step foto listen again. U
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NEWS PERSPECTIVES

:,;:?;.s&_

Hong Kong’s Date with E
Destiny

that on July 1, 1997, after 155 years o
British rule, Hong Kong would revert to : ] N
Ch|naThe ma_]onty Of |tS people received 5Engraving, 1624, Schelte & Boswert, HermitsfSainAugustine Malins, Belgium
the news with gloom and feaMultitudes fled ~ Augustine isWounded with the Love of Christ
what may well have been the most productive sta Difficult times, be they circumstantial or psychological, are
. N often precisely what enables one to access hidden resources.
per capita and square mile in all the world.

But “sometimes good news is bad news andas in no danger whatevé&here would be a happy
sometimes bad news is good newsBible st4 —nay glorious—ending. How often blessings
dents will recall the exoteric account of the life ofcome disguised as trouble. “Evolution results from
Joseph, which significantly enough, takes up morerises.*
space in the Book of Genesis than the life of-any Many years ago a part of thenerican Soutls
one else. His brothers envied him because he w&Sotton Kingdom” was invaded by the boll wee
his father Jacobk’pet and wanted to kill him at a vil, that crops most nefarious nemesis. Bad news
certain opportune time, but at Reulsemequest At first, in the short run, yes. But the planters
showed “mercy” by “merely” dumping him in a pit, thereupon decided to do what they realized thgy
so they would not have a direct hand in his fate. should have done years before—diversithis

But some merchants happened lbgok him brought far greater income than beforbere was
down to Egypt, and eventually he became its vimow even enough cash on hand to erect a monu
tual ruler!And he couldrt have risen to that high ment with the inscription, “In profound apprecia
office if he had not been brought to the land of théion of the BollWeevil, this monument is erected
Pharaohs and there falsely accused of an act by the citizens of Enterprise, Geé Co.Ala.”>
immorality which in fact he resisted at great-per Out of pre-communist China comes this {per
sonal risk? was thrown into jail, and there revealedhaps apocryphal, but oh so true to life!) tale of &
his power to interpret dreamAll the “bad” he poor peasant whose only horse one day just up and
endured was but a necessary stepping stone ran awayHis peers expressed their sincere cend@
bring him to Pharaok’attention. He literally went lences to him, but he stoically replied, “How do we
from pit to palace. know this is bad news&nd indeed—in due time

Meanwhile his father Jacob, facing a famine int returned with a dozen other hors&bk villagers
the land of Canaan, mourning the “loss” of Josepmow swamped him with jubilant congratulations
cried out in utter despaifAll these things are but he just murmured, “How do we know this is
against me2 He didnt know Joseph was going to good news?” Sure enoughfew days later his son,
contact him, bring him also down to Egypt andiding one of the ponies, fell and broke his legain
feed and care for him, nor that his son Benjamithere was a village-wide voicing of sympatapd
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the boys father steadfastly maintained it might beand deafness at the tender age of 18 months,
a blessing. So it wasVar broke out, and the lad’ was graduated from college with distinction anc
broken limb was the reason he was saved frohived a full and productive life. Her contemporary
having to join the local army in a bloody struggle Fanny Crosbyalso blind, possibly wasmerica's
which might have cost his life. most prolific hymn writer perhaps even of the
Not only is “bad news” often good news, but itworld. Francis Parkman, a recognized scholar ar

can be transcended, often has been, and throughthor of history books, had not only very poof

the years has provided mankind with some of theyesight, but found the very act of writing physi
most heroic and inspiring tales found anywhgére. cally painful.
memorial tablet in a Leicestershire, England church Franklin D. RooseveltAmericas longest serv
bears this inscription: ing president, was paralyzed from the waist durin
“In the year 1653, when all things sacred weréis last 24 yearsA physician had prescribed the
throughout the nation either demolished or-prowrong medicine. FDR held no grudge; hegire
faned, Sir Robert ShirleyBaronet, founded this him, deriving rich spiritual benefits therefrom. It
church, whose singular praise was to have done tiscbanged him from a proud, aloof aristocrat into
best things in the worst times, and hope them in treympathetic public servant whose ebullient -opti

most calamitous.” mism lifted the spirits of a nation plagued by the

And three and one-third centuries latestudent Great Depressiof.

of life, observing the Olympics iAtlanta, wrote: “There was an ancient custom in the Orient

“Championship performance...comes in sports, ashereby wires were stretched between the walls
in life, from gathering oneself at the moment ofa castle to form the strings of aeolian harp. So
greatest trial ® long as the weather remained calm, the harp w

Ever wonder about the origin of pearls, the-gensilent, but when the storm began to rage, the harp

uine kind that is? Grains of sand, foreign mattergave forth the most exquisite melodyhe harp

penetrate the shell of an oyst€he oyster at first used the storm and transfigured its fury into song.

resents it, struggles against the unwelcome intruder So likewise, he who learns the great secret (

but eventually adjusts and even triumpkighen using pain is free, for he has learned to transmute

the Psalmist wrote, “Thy [Gosl way is in the sea,” mortal sorrow into immortal jgyand all the vicis
he may not have been thinking about ocelandy  situdes of the earthly life are to him the soundin
inhabitant, but the oyster experience certainly strings of divine love. Saturn no longer caflictf
has a lesson for those on Geday the PatH. but is recognized as the great messenger of Gq
One such, after his conversion, wiagyustine of the beneficent power of universal lawhich
Hippo, not to be confused witAugustine of always makes for harmoriy
Canterbury called the greatest Christian thinker “Suffering does not mean trage@gfering is tragic
between St. Paul and reformers like Calvin anevhen it is without meaning and without fruit...when
Luther He wrote his famous books, now consid one cannot evoke from it new fulfillment” O
ered Christian classics, while the Roman Empire —A Probationer
yvas Crumblm_g’ the V|c!ou‘¢andals were _threaten 1 The Christian Century, July 31, 1996, page 745.
ing the area in NortAfrica where he resided, and 2 genesis 39.

the idea of societg’ dissolution seemed an immi 3 Genesis 42:36.

nent reality 4 U.S News & World Report, August 5, 1996, page 47.
5 Riches Within Your Reach, Robert Collier page 407.

Scotlands great preacherGeoge Matheson, g The Christian Science Monitor, July 29, 1996, page 12.

inspirited multitudes with his sermons, and his 7 Psalm 77:19.

; 8 This does not constitute a total endorsement of all his publi
hymns are still solemnly sung throughout ™ " iy and private pursuits.
Christendom.Yet not only was he blind, but his 9 New Age Bible Interpretation, Old Testament,Volume II,
; ; ; Corinne Heline, page 422.
sister left him when she .Chose .t0 get mamedl'o The Death and Life of Bishop Pike, William Strongfellow and
There was Helen Kelleaflicted with blindness Anthony Towne, page 325.
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BOOK REVIEWS

The Spiritual Legacy of
Pseudo-Dionysius

OTH THE ALEXANDRIAN Jew Apollos, “an ele
guent man, and mighty in the scriptures” (Acts 18:24
and Apollonius of Tyana, a commanding personality
whose miracle-working was more widely known ang
better documented than that of his contempodegus
of Nazareth, were highly regarded and famous in their Biatypos
terity has been far more influenced by that enigmatic figure w
“clave unto” Paul when he wasAthens, the one known as Dlonysms SN
theAreopagite (Acts 17:34Actually, it would be more correct to say | ‘_ 3
thatPseudo-Dionysius has had this pervasive influence, for it was
who, as a Syrian monk writing in the sixth cent&cp. under this
pseudonym, addressed a series of treatis@srtothy, his “Fellow
Elder” and likewise pupil of St. Pawhy did this monk allege to be |mpact on the whole Latin
living in the first century? Evidently for the clout and credibility €on Church. St. Bonaventure hailed
ferred by first-hand contact with the primal Christian impulse . Dionysius as “the prince of
We know for instance, that Paul refers to heavenly hierarchies mystics.” He influenced Master
his epistles (Rom 8:38; 1Cor 8:5-6; Col 2:10, 15; Eph 1:21, 6:1Eckhart and St. John of the
Titus 3:1), tothrones, dominions, mights, powers and principalitiesCross. According to Professor
Yet concern foa reversion to heathen polytheism caused the fledglirkarlfried Froehlich, with the
Church to suppress explicit reference to celestial divinifiesre must  exception of the works of
be no conflict or competition with a trinitarian-unitarian God, itself iBoethius and the Bible, “no
sufficiently difficult concept for the laity to fathom. writing of the early Christian
Dionysius theAreopagite, said to have been consecrated the fitera received similar attention in
bishop ofAthens by Paul, has always been regarded in the Christiterms of translations, excerpts,
Church as the great authority on celestial hierarchies. He is descricommentaries [creating]...veri
in Dantes vision of twelve luminaries in Paradise as one “who, in tftable encyclopedias of Dionysian
flesh, on earth saw to the depths of what an angels is and what it doscholarship.” The Dionysian
As to the impact of the Dionysian writings on Christian theglog\corpus “belonged to a mors’
Jaroslav Pelikan observes that it must grant for him, if somewtspiritual diet.” Early Luther
anachronisticallythe title of an “apostolic fathé&rThomasAquinas  praised Dionysius*negative”
quoted him about 1700 times! St. Gregory the Great, father theology as Vera cabala, the
Western medieval spiritualityefers to Dionysius as “ancient and‘most perfecttheology in con
venerable FatherAfter the original Greek texts were translated bytrast to the imperfect babbling
Irishman John Scotus Erigena in 862, the writings had an incalculaof scholastic dirmative theology
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as wine compared to milk.” In later years, Luth L
recanted his sanguine regard and admonis;=
that Christians “shun like the plague” Dionysius.
Mystical Theology :

So whats to shun, or what'to reverently pon f.:?
der, as the case may bé&3eudo-Dionysius, the Kifs

treatises and ten letters. Of most interest to §
student of esoteric teaching may be the t
treatise on “The Celestial Hierarghgince prior §
to the disclosures of contemporary occult inves
tigation, it provided virtually the sole source f
Christian angeologyrhe three triads of celesti
intelligences are named, their functiorg
described, and their orders characterized. It
made clear that “procession” and “return” are
two phases of Gosd'’activity in manifestation: g
“from Him and to Him are all things.” So all ¢ ‘Lﬁ.ﬁﬁﬁp - ey ! i i
ation is theophanyBu for “fallen humaity SR e e e e
return to the Creator (evolution) has only be‘twelve orders of angels and Zodiac signs of the four Gospels.
made possible through Christ Jesus.

For those whose interest in these matters stopsfree of the need for perfection, nothing but Got
short of reading this dense and demanding exposrom Whom all is,Who surpasses every visible ano

tion, we recapitulateThe superior triad of angels invisible power in a total excess of transcendence|.

(the term is here used generically) consists of The first treatise is on ‘The Divine Name$His
Seraphim (Spirits of Love), Cherubim (Spirits ofconsists of a commentary on the many term
Harmony), andThrones (Spirits oWill). These (Good, Beautiful, Holy of Holies, etc.) that have
beings are “in the anteroom of divinityone has to been used to designate the One God, a practice
think of them as utterly ‘pure,” in the sense of beingauthor is painstakingly wary of pursuing becaus
purified of ignoranceThey are therefore fully rev no word(s), which alas he must use, can “come \
elatory of Gods manifestable light and perfection.to the inexpressible Good, this One, this Source
The intermediate triad is comprised of Dominionsall Unity, this supra-existent Being. Mind beyond
(Spirits ofWisdom, GrKyriotetes), Powers (Spirits mind, word beyond speech, it is gathered up by n

of Individuality, Gr. Dynamis), and Authorities discourse, by no intuition, by no name. It is and it

(Spirits of Form, GrExousaia, the BiblicalElohim).  is as no other being is. Cause of all existence, a
The “inferior” triadconsists of Principalities (referred therefore itself transcending existence, it aloméd

to variously as the Spirits of Mind/Darkness/Persongive an authoritative account of what it readly All

ality, or Primal Beginnings, GArchai), Archangels Creation has come to be by it and therefore “all thing
(Race or Folk Spirits)and Angels (Messengers, long for it” (eros). “The intelligent and rational long
also called Sons of Life or dwilight. The writer  for it by way of knowledge, the lower strata by way
notes that the “lowest” rank of angels is especiallpf perception, the remainder by way of the stirring

delegated to take care of the human hierar€AYl  of being alive and in whatever fashion befits theif

angeldringrevelation and tidings of their superiors.” condition.” This nameless One yet has the name
While theranks of celestial beings partake of vary-of everything that is, being the Fatludithe Logos.

ing degrees of purifyillumination and perfection,  The short essay entitled “The Mystiddleology”

“Nothing is perfect of itself. Nothing is completely is the key to the Dionysian method and exerted
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Trinity! Higher than any being,
any divinity, any goodness!
Guide of Christians
in the wisdom of heaven!
Lead us up beyond unknowing and light,
up to the farthest, highest peak
of mystic scripture,
where the mysterics of God's Word
lie simple, absolute and unchangeable

in the brilliant darkness of a hidden silence.

Amid the deepest shadow
they pour overwhelming light
on what is most manifest.

Amid the wholly unsensed and unseen

much as it acknowledges a regenerate

mind empowered by very God to eventu
ally know Him.

A final chapter “The Ecclesiastical
Hierarchy” will be, for many most con
ventional. But it does give insight into the

Dionysian conception of the sacraments

and points to their divine origin, whereby
real initiatory experiences were originally
intended and confirmed. For instance
Baptism is actually meant to open the spir
itual eyes to visions of the higher worlds.
The enlightenment from this and subse
guent sacraments as initiatory rites cense
crates one to Gosl'work (theugy), con

stituting him as a “hierarch,” a holy and

inspired man,” “someone in whom an entirg
hierarchy [humanityfor instance] is com
pletely perfected and known.”

Pseudo-Dionysius, the Complete Works
is not easy reading. Particularly for eon
temporary readers enticed by formulg
“wisdom” and breezy invitations to
vast influence on the theology and mysticism oénhanced self-esteem, these demanding essays
later centuries, especially in theest, for it is the may seem to require mental heroiteen again if
essential expression of the the “negative” othe guiding lights of Christendom have extolled
apophatic (in contradistinction to the fafmative  the virtues of these writings, they must have som
or cataphatic) path to spiritual illuminationThat thing valuable to dér us—if we consent to f&fr
is, God is more closely approached by identifyingurselves to them. H
with what He is not than by defining what He is. —Carl Swan
This modal distinction gave rise to an entire mys
tical tradition, most memorably articulated in the EMBRACED BY THE LIGHT
14th century booKRhe Cloud of Unknowing.

If, like Moses, one would meet God at the sum T'S NOT OFTEN that a “religious” book
mit of Creation, “everything perceptible and makes it to theNew York Times list of best
understandable, all that is not and all that is,” mustellers.When it does, it has to be uniquely -out
be laid aside. In approaching Divinitgegations standing. Such an assessment would seem to
are not simply opposites offamations (as in God confirmed by the comment in this bosKkbreword
IS...); rather do they point to that which is abovéby Melvin Morse, M.D., a recognized authority and
and before every (self-) assertion. From theauthor of books on ne@eath experiences (NDE),
precipice of willed ignorance one “plunges into thehat from Embraced by the Light (Betty J. Eadie
truly mysterious darkness of unknowing....one isvith Curtis Taylor, Gold Leaf press, Placerville,
supremely united to the completely unknown byCalifornia, 1992, 147 pages) he had learned mofe
an inactivity of all knowledge, and knows beyondabout the subject than from “any other experienge
the mind by knowing nothingWe may here note in my life, including ten years of studying near
that the Rosicrucian path does not proceed alordpath experiences and interviewing children and
the lines indicated by “Mystical Theology” inas  adults who have survived clinical death.”

they completely fill our sightless minds
with treasures beyond all beauty.

Invocation from “The Mystical Theology”
-Dseudo-Dionysius
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Theres the further fact that Mrs. Eadie, a Nativeshe actually felt He is love. She deeply enjoyed the
American, waited almost two decades to tell heatmosphere of love and light and realized there
story We know that in this sensation-hungry sociwas no need to fear what lives beyond the tom
ety theres no quicker way to fortune and famethat knowledge could revolutionize earthy exis
than to come up with some exotic experience—tence. Love is the grand purpose of life—to love¢
and Mrs. Eadie certainly is. But it was so pre others as much as ourselves.
cious to her that only “countless proddings” €on She was also told that aside from radiating love
vinced her to share it with the world. each person has a specific destiny to fulfill. Its joy

Actually, to sharethem. For unlike most other as well as its sorrows are designed to teach ps
ND survivors, Mrs. Eadie had twdhe first one lessons necessary for our spiritual growtheres
came when she was the sad little product of a bra good reason why we are not given the specifjc
ken home and raised mainly in Christian boardingletails of the great beyond: if we knew its joys
schools. She “died” in a hospital and was takewe’d be in too much of a hurry to get there, and this
away in the spirit to a man with a beautiful whitewould cause us to botch our earthly assignment.
beard who gently cradled her in his arnmiere She learned that coming to earth is like selecting
was a tremendously bright light; she felt verya college and what courses to takie’re all at dif
happy; she didi’know who he was, yet “never ferent levels of development and choose the kind
wanted to leave him.” of life most suitable for continued growth. She

But moments laterwhen removed from the describes the “libraries” on the other side. Of
bright light, she heard a nurse say “shefeathing course, they've no literal books; if one concen
again,” she knew she was back on earth. Her patrates on a given subject, by a sort of spiritugl
ents couldrt explain the experiencemeaning, but osmosis one is able to acquire wisdom.
she cherished it “as an oasis of love” and its mem She also learned a great deal about Cosmic Law
ory gave her “a sense of calmness and happinesarid how man brings about so much of his pain Qy

But it was her second NDE, November 18, 1973acting contrary to itAlong with drugs and drink
lasting by her reckoning about four hours, thashe includes both ov@nd-undeseating as viola
really made an impact. By now she was in her setions thereof, along with abortion, because the lat
ond (and very happy) marriage and mother ofer frustrates the incoming spirit. She was enligh
seven childrenAlbeit giving birth so often had ened regarding sickness and healihe former is
worn her out, necessitating gery and another often due to periods of depression brought aboyt
hospital stayLate one evening, alone in her roommainly by absence of love.
she suddenly felt herself growing rapidly weaker There may be nothing worse for the person whio
She tried to call a nurse, but couldréach the is ill than to talk about his or her pains; this
phone All of a sudden she experienced ageuof increases them. Healing starts from within; on
enegy and limitless freedom. Looking down onway to hasten the process is by “positive self-talk.
the bed where she had lain, she saw a .b8dg There is also great power in prayer—especially fc
recognized it as hers, and lifeless. others; the most powerful is that of a mother for

At the same time she sensed her pain was goher children.
and she felt “perfect.” She found herself in the What the author learned from her NDE is nof
company of three men wearing beautiful lightonly in harmony with the experience of others, it
brown robes, each also having a gold-braided bediso is in line withWesternwWisdomTeaching. Its
round the waistThey informed her she had died chief theme is, “Above all else, love one anather
prematurely they had been with her “for eterni The books closing words are, “I will continue to
ties,” and began to instruct her concerning mattetsy.” The wise will do likewise.
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of eternal import. P.S.: If the book is not in the readetibrary it
The greatest thing in eternity is lovs a child may be ordered by calling 916-642-1058. [
she had been taught that God is a stern judge; now —Dr. Paul Freiwirth
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH

Arthritis and the Emotions

PULAR OPINION _

s to rational nutrition ‘.

ssigns mas’ cell lives

and behavior to blind,
non-intelligent, mech-§

anical physiological processetet
the fact remains that man is esse
tially a spiritual being, a living spir
it. He is not just physical matter
mechanistic force, and the automat

A sudden burst of passion, rage
angery or fear—vibrating in their
respective octaves or Wavelengghs
—can easily alter cell vibration
and thereby create an uncongenid|
magnetic field, causing cells (in

¥ harmony with the law of interior
vibration) to refuse, momentarily at
least, the very nutrients they may bg
A hungering for; and permanently if
result of digestive grans, food combina " these moods persist, for they ther
tions, and physical breeding. become subconscious or unconscious acts

Indeed, biochemistry confirms that certain mental The average nutritionist does not generall)

states, sentiments, emotions, passions, and appetigsibute the quality of mind and life to the minera
have an important bearing upon the consumptioingdom; but modern science is rapidly moving
assimilation, and distribution of specific chemicalforward to this point of viewSome of the more

elementsWhen one particular will, impulse, or daring of scientific minds have expressed the -opin
emotion is stronger than some otherparticular jon that the desire and will, emotions and feelings,
chemical element is selected in greater proportioawareness or consciousness of the mineral atoms,
than another chemical element. Man is in himselfiffer only in degree from those of men.

a universe, and the cells of his body are intelligent Calcium, for example, enjoys the qualities o
entities which are attuned to his mental processgsrength and durabilityWithout an adequate
and will impulses in terms of instinctual wants.  amount of lime, firm and healthy bones cannot be

Succinctly we attract to our cell lives only those puilt. Calcium, combined with magnesium, phos

elements or forces in foods which are identical iphorus, and silicon, make up more than half of the
quality and character to our thoughts and €maony structure of the body and impart textile-like
tions; i.e., which conform to the same vibrationsstrength to all the tissues. Indeed it is calcium that
and motions as that of our own cell world. Othergives solidity and power of locomotion to the
wise nutrients are refused by the tissues, for thetgody But in excess it causes arthritis.
is no magnetic attraction. Biochemical research reveals that strong Wi’t
Cell selectivity of nutrients from the blood is notpower and hard steady work usually go hand in hand
a blind, mechanical process, but one based agith great calcium consumption anddarbones.
moral needs.The cells pick from the blood only People in whom will power is lacking have soft tis
those nutrients which feed and sustain our mentadue constructionThus fearlessness is a calcium
moral, emotional, and will impulses, and thus-precharacteristic; lack of will power and vitality char
serve our spiritual and psychic identity acterize the calcium deficient man. Calcium-carrying
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foods develop the volitional area of the brain and Mental elasticity is the psychic attribute that
increase motor nerve impulsion, especially thénsures the proper appropriation and assimilatign
bone impulse. of fluorine. Thoughts, too, must be elastic, capable
This is in harmony with biochemical findings of yielding, modifying, expanding and contracting
which indicate excessive cell selectivity of calci Thus an unsympathetic, uncharitable, and unyield
um from the blood in the presence of hard-heartedhg disposition does not set up the necessary pgy
unyielding naturesVindictiveness, the desire for chic rate of vibration or brain pulsation that insure
vengeance, slowness todore, an unmerciful atti adequate cell selectivity of the blood for fluorine.
tude of mind that is stubborn to the point of a bull- Sulphur too, has a chemicalfadity for calcium.
headedness that refuses to let go, give rise to c8ulphur is the uproarious, agitative, explosive, and
absorption from the blood of too much calcium. Inconvulsive element in Nature—angractive,
the pure type of calcium temperament, there is asmoky corrosive, pungent, and volcanic. Hence iL
inability to understand human beings and theirs quickly burned up and readily exhausted in th
failings. presence of emotional irritabilityghe tendency to
It is not calcium excess alone that permits harchysterical outbursts, spit-fire impulsiveness,-vol
ening, calcification, and ossification somewhere irtanic outgushes of emotion, and extreme Hnpa
the body; it is also and emphatically a lack of soditience and touchiness.
um salts in the ganism. Sodium serves to render Phosphorus, likewise, is a fiery element enjoy
more soluble the lime and magnesium salts in oung fusion or intermarriage with calciudn ideat
food, and to keep them in a liquid state in the bloodtic, altruistic, and religious nature and an intel
for perfect assimilation. Lime and magnesium, iflectual brain favor adequate attraction and appr¢
not kept fluidic by sodium, are soon deposited impriation of phosphorus from foods and blood
various parts of the body Phosphorus is the essential and indispensal
Neutralizer or antagonist and solvent of acidnedium through which the higher intellectua
waste poisons, sodium may be termed the balanforces and primary nervous egiers can manifest.
ing salt, the restorer of equilibrium within the Stimulating as it does the brain cells in the top @
organism.That is why there is greater cell selec the head, the cerebrum, obviously phosphorus
tivity of sodium salts from the blood in the pres enjoys cell selectivity when the mind is vibrating
ence of mental harmony or equanimigpiritual  at its highest point.
serenity and emotional stability Biochemistry The luminosity of the higher cerebral centers via
again proves that erratic mental states that produpdosphorus is the spigtmedium of expression.
depression, irritabilitygloom, and quarreling, that Corrective dietary measures and supplementgl
are vindictive, unsympathetic, uncharitable, indif nutritional adjuvants will be properly appropriated
ferent, and display an aversion to people and disind attracted to the cell in the presence of-emp
inclination for social activityare definitely antag tional stability Let us therefore permit the light
onistic to the adequate absorption, assimilatiorgnd heat of the cosmic love vibration to flood ouf
and proper appropriation of sodium salts, theibeing more fullyLet us allow it to ignite every cell
affinities and compounds. and drop of blood with its phosphorescerideen
Fluoride of lime is the rubbery element that-prothe fire of divine love will gleam forth resplen
vides the natural elasticity needed in the bodgently as a shining star out of the mental darknegs
structures to prevent fractures. It is the creator adf ignorance and intolerance, giving light to many
elasticity in flesh fibers and blood vessels, givinga rough and cluttered path on our journey through
them the ability to expand and contract. Under thife. Then no longer will calcium remain the proveca
normal influence of fluorine, calcium cannottive isolationist—the unabsorbed and malassim
decay ulcerate, calcifyinfiltrate, crumble, gener lated stepchild, which is the basic causardiritis.
ate pus, indurate, or harden, nor increase excebhus we may be free of this scgar O
sively in any of the bone structures. —Lillian R. Carque, Sc. D.
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HEALING

The Power of
| magination

N WORKING with God's laws to create
and establish a condition of health there i; €
no more powerful means to further this : 4
objective than the faculty of imagination. > e

B formin in our m|nd§ eve a icture Of Fresco, Raphel (1483-1520), Loggie di Raffaello, The Vatican
y 9 yeap God Creates the Earth

what we wish tQ bring into realitgnd hP"?“”g t(_) In principle, human creative imagination partakes of the same
that picture suiciently we can be of unlimited aid divine creative power that conceives and elaborates all phys-

to ourselves and others in matters of health. i_CZJl Erdﬁf; Tftlﬁ ego r?]aertticg?at%ilgthftfﬁmﬁon 31‘ its ﬁﬁtﬁ
; : - .. rial body in the archetypal world of thought and sows the
turpé((::;[uba)lbtl’hsvi;rgg]ilr]nzgti(t)?]atalr? dCtrﬁgttefgcltSJII(l;snte-p;)?oseed for itsfuture bodies by all its earthly thoughts and deeds.

vides a key to the formation of a more perfectised destructively as well as constructiyeind

organ or body Furthermore, occult philosophy we should therefore be careful to entertain ne pi¢

teaches that “the human mind is incapable of imagures or thoughts which we do not wish to see-cry
ining anything that cannot be achieved,” so weallized into reality

may feel perfectly confident of results in forming Thegood, thetrue, thebeautiful! Let us think on these
a picture of anyone we wish to assist as funetiorthings, and use the power of imagination to bring the
ing in perfect healthThe basic attitude upon into manifestation for ourselves and others. [
which such imaginings are made should, of course,

be, “Not my will, butThine be done,” for it would  Visible Helpers are just as necessary as Invisibje
be a mistake to endeavor to force sravn willin - Helpers, and our friends and patients may share|i
this or any other matter a high privilege, as well as add much to the powe

First eforts at imagining (imaging) a perfect of liberated healing force, by joining us in praye
organ or body may be imperfect and weak, bufor the sick. Our Healing Service is held every
“persistence, persistence, and always persisteng@ening in the Healinfemple at 6:30 (7:30 when
will win at last.” To make our imagined pictures anpDaylight time is in diect) and in the Pro-Ecclesia
actuality it is necessary to practice uninterruptedat 4:15 PM. when the Moon is in a cardinal sign on
ly, “day after dayexercising the will to keep the the following dates:
thought focused upon one subject or idea, exclu

sive of all else. Today many successful healers May185—1152—2118—2295
use this method exclusivelyand have amply UNE.coms ST e
demonstrated its gfacy. Relax, close your eyes, and make a mental picture

In light of the above, we readily understand whyof the pure white rose in the center of the Rosiar
it is so detrimental to allow our minds to dwellEmblem on the west wall of our Pro-Ecclesia, an
upon diseaseThe faculty of imagination may be concentrate on Divine Love and Healing.

V)
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FOR CHILDREN

The Man Who
Shrank the World

AVE YOU EVER watched
the TV news? Do you
remember seeing and hes = Desild " N e
ing reporters from all overCyrus Field, at left, is shown with his fiveobiters, some of whom

the world at almost the Sam\rjelped him in his grat cable adventer He also had two sisters.

a|beq euqsmeﬁ ay) ‘oloyd Apelg Mequéw

time they were actually talkingPhat hasrt’ been what the business was all about, then he would go

done for too many years. Did you know that forout and be a traveling salesman and get orders.
about the first 90 years since the birth of the United What young boy wouldt’just love to travel all
States it took weeks for news from overseas tthe time and get paid for if first it certainly was
reach our country? But then along came a youngreat fun. But the trains were very hot in the sunj
man who made it possible to send news across theer and cold in the winter and dirty all the time

ocean in just a few momenté/ouldnt you say Hotel rooms were also like that and lonely too, and

that was some improvement? the food in the restaurants wasivery good.
For many years, even in early life, he had bee@rders were not easy to get because since 1837
greatly interested in improving himselhat's country had been undging hard times. But
why, in 1834, at the age of 15, with just the $8 inCyrus was doing pretty well all the same. So wel
his pocket that his father had given him, Cyrusn fact, that a competitpa Mr. Root, invited him
Field left his home in Stockbridge, Massachusettsjot only to join his company but to be a juniof
and went to Nework City to look for a good job. partner—though he wagréven 21!

Though he had no experience, he found one—asBut alas, the E. Root Company went bankrupi.

an errand boy in a big store, at $50 a year That means, it owed much more than it could pa
Actually, that was pretty good pay back then fohad no chance of earning thefeience, and it
the kind of work he was doing, but room and boarsvould have to be sold so the people it owed mone
alone cost him twice that much. Luckilgyrus’ to would at least get something. Under the, law
brother Dudley was a wealthy lawyer in the city neither Mr Root nor Mr CyrusW. Field would go

and helped him out. He was very sorry he codldnto jail, even though they did not pay all their debtg.

make it on his own. He resolved that he would But Cyrus didrt like that; he believed it was
soon have his own business and no longer need Haisly right and fair that all debts should be paid. S
rich brothets support. he set out to do so. He started his own paper busin
After about three years he was able to earn enougind worked long hours not only to support himse
to live on, but he didh'yet have his owbusiness. and his family but also to pay éfall his share of
His brother Matthewin Lee, Massachusetsyned a the home. His children soon came to believe th
paper mill and déred him $250 a year plus roomthe diference between a mother and father is th

and board to work for him. First Cyrus was to learrmothers are home all the time, but fathers only gn

the
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ness was doing so well under the control == :
others that he could retire at 35!
Now actually Cyrus had taken ba lit- |
tle time twice during his “hard pull.” Onc
when he began to feel weak and sick,
sent the children to an aunt in Connectic!

to Europe.Another time, he and Maryjsas
attended a demonstration in NeYork [
City by a man named Samuel Morse, wi T _ - :
claimed he could send messages throu The Great Eastern Laying Cable
wire—magnetic telegraph he called it—fcA legendary British ship, called the ‘déder of the Seas,” thEreat

two miles under water in NeXork harbor Easternwas 693 feet, five times asdaras any ship afloat. It had five

It didn’t work well: he was made fun Offunnels and six masts and could cary 6,000 passengers, maayhaor
! any modern ocean lindo ship was to match her size until the Lusitanig

But a couple years later it d_id Wor_k- Mias built. But size was her undoing. No pier wagdaznough to berth
Morse now was called a genius..Nfield her It carried 2400 nautical miles of cable in éer tanks in its hold

couldnt get his mind dfMr. Morse, espe which it could lay out at 6 nautical miles per holine copper cable had
cially after he retiredA friend of his, a Mr 10 layers of insulation, mostly mader the gum of a Maylayareg.
Gisborne, wanted to lay the magnetic telegraph, @ing; much of northern Canada was still unchar
cable, from Canada to the east coast ofd wilderness, and th&tlantic often was quite
Newfoundland. From there, ships could cross thstormy The old captain in chge of laying the 85
Atlantic Ocean to Ireland in six days. Becausaniles to Newfoundland declared that if such a
Europe already had 40,000 miles of cable, anshort distance of laying cable was so verjidit,
North America 30,000, that would mean that fromwhat would it be like to do the same over 160
any place in NortiAmerica news could be sent to miles, the distance from Newfoundland to Ireland
any place in Europe in just a week—half the time Also, they would need much more than 160
it took to travel by ship from NeWork to London. miles of cable, more like 2500 miles, because the
Mr. Field was fascinated by the idea. He not onlypottom of the ocean was not flahat much cable
supported it, he wanted to improve it by laying avould take a long time to be made. It would b¢
cable all the way across tidlantic. That would expensive; it would weigh 4000 tons, not easy tp
really cut down on the the time it took to flashhandle by a ship.
messages between Europe Amncerica! The old man proved right. In fact, there werg
His idea started a big debate. Some supporteeyen more problems than had been expected. Nir
said that such a project might save lives. OldField had to travel to England several times to kegp
timers remembered that if it hadtaken weeks to things on track, and he had a habit of getting-ter
get messages across #tantic, England and the bly seasick. One time after a ship and crew had been
United States wouldhhave gone to war in 1812. obtained, yellow fever broke out and there had
Others, though, recalled that in 1814 the Britistbe a delayAnother time a ship got lost in a storm.
had burnedVashington, and didhivant to get too Once a ship had to turn back because of lack af fu
friendly with England. More than once the cable broke while being lai
Of course, laying a cable across the ocean woukhd they had to start all over agaMil. the delays
take a great deal of monefirst the cable would cost extra monewhich was not easy to raise.
have to be laid from St. Lawrence River in Canada Finally, after five long years, idugust, 1858,
across the waters to Nova Scotia, across it, aride cable was laid all the way across Atlantic.
then to and across Newfoundland. It was rougfithere were great celebrations in England and
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Toronto

Confederation Life Associati

impossible? On top of that,
in 1859 his own warehouse
burned down, and the insur
ance didrt cover it.Then in
1860, he went bankrupt
again.And in 1861, the
Civil War broke out, and
relations with England were
not good.

But Cyrus Field was
determined to make his idea
come true. Finally he had
money ships, crews, and
cable. He also had the same
old obstacles, and even new
ones, like fog.Altogether
since the very beginning,

there had been more than two
The Canadian artist Rexdd/ds painted the above scene of the landing of the transatlagiészen failures and major
cable at Hears Content, Newfoundland, on July 27, 1866. It took five attempt®tikéor :

ventue succeededs the cable is walked aslegitheGreat Eastera CaptainAnderson, setbacks. _BUt in 1866 the
shown at right, doffs his hat in tribute to the vision and persistence of Cyrus Field. transa_-tla'_"t'c Cable_ became &
functioning reality Mr.

e i
Oil on canvas,

i / d
Woods

America, especially in Nework City. Mr. Field  Field had given the world two valuable things: the

was called “Cyrus the Great,” after a
famous old Persian king big banquet
was held in his honoiThere were 600
guests and 60 ddrent dishes of food. g
But the real excitement was about whe!
the “magnetic telegraph” would bes
opened to the general public and peoff§
could start sending messagéke cable &8
laying had been completekligust 16,
1858; its use would start in earl
September
But alas, it couldri! There were &

wi P

was to be a delay of only 48 houféen = iy _

another and anotheruntil, in October = 5 - e : ey :

the word Went Ol_Jt’ “the (_:able is dead. After landing the C:Elblé successfully at Hctontent, Cyrus !Field ;md
Can you imagine MrField’s embat his associates werhoisted on the shoulders of an exuberaeivcr

rassment? He was no longer called “Cyrus

the Great” but “a great swindlerNet he didnf means to send messages almost instantly acrq
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give up. Just like many years before, when the EheAtlantic, and a message surely as important as

Root Co. went bankrupt, he decided to start ovesny that would ever be sent: that thefidift

again! Cart you imaginehow difficult that would  things in life take much time; the impossible things

DSS

be, getting people to investoney in a project that take even longer! 0
had failed after such a bigfeft, and now seemed —Dr. Paul Freiwirth
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